Kid’s Slot – Nov. 2nd – Nov. 8th, 2008 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/images/hands-praying.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 “One Heart – God Answers Prayer” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God wants us to pray to Him and to remember His good works in our lives by writing it down.
PREPARATION: You will need some paper and pens/pencils or markers, a stapler to make small prayer journals for the children and your Bible and the Kid’s Slot Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Tell of a time when God answered a special prayer of yours – for yourself or someone else you were praying for. 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Habakkuk 2:2
READ: “The Journal Journey?”
Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What did Mrs. Martin want the children in her Life Group to begin doing? (She wanted them to write in prayer journals.)

2. What is a journal? (A notebook where you can keep a record of things that God has said and done.)

3. Why are journals important? (Journals help us to remember important lessons that we learn from God. Journals help us to share important lessons with others. Journals help us to pray and give

thanks to God for answered prayer. Journals help to increase our faith, because we see clearly what God has done.)

4. How are journals a little bit like journeys? (When people take trips or vacations, they may take pictures or write notes about the things that happen. This helps them to remember the excitement of the trip and to share it with others. This gives them a record.)

5. (Note: If children in your group are too young to journal, encourage them to talk to their parents about things that God has said and done. Then they will be ready to start their own journals one day.)



Mrs. Martin was a leader of a Life Group at her church. Every week she met with kids from her neighborhood and from her local church. She helped them to study the Bible and to learn more about God. The kids in her group were getting more and more excited about prayer. They were beginning to understand that God hears and answers prayer. 

As they studied the Bible together each week, they began to understand more about God’s will for each of their lives.

“I have an idea,” said Mrs. Martin. “You boys and girls are learning to pray about things in your lives, and you know that God answers prayer. Now I want you to keep a prayer journal. This will be our new project as Life Group.”

“What is a journal?” asked Megan.

“Well, it is a notebook,” explained Mrs. Martin. “You will use it to write down the things that happen between you and God. Sometimes you will write important prayers that you prayed to God. Sometimes you will write about things that God said to you in your prayer time or in His Word.”

“That sounds like a diary,” said Joseph. “Isn’t that for girls?”

“Oh my, no!” Mrs. Martin exclaimed. “A prayer journal is for anyone who loves God, and it doesn’t matter if you’re a boy or a girl. Grown-ups keep journals, too.”

“Is this like homework?” asked Michael.

“There is some work involved,” said Mrs. Martin. “But most things that are worthwhile require a little hard work.”

“But what’s the journal for?” asked Carla. “Does God want us to keep a journal?”

“Who can answer that question?” asked Mrs. Martin.

“Maybe God wants to find out if we are paying attention to Him,”

suggested Erica. “Maybe He wants to know if we are listening when He speaks to us.”

“Yeah,” said Monica. “Maybe God wants to see if we are thankful for what He has already done. Keeping a journal could help us to remember to say thank you.”

“Well, if God is anything like my dad, He wants us to remember important lessons that He has taught us,” said Raymond. “My dad always checks with me to see if I remember things he’s taught me.”

The children kept talking about their journals, while Mrs. Martin sat quietly. By the end of the meeting, everyone was excited about getting started. But Mrs. Martin was happier than all of them, because she knew in her heart that the children would get closer and closer to God as they developed the habit of writing about things that God had said and done in their lives. 

The children were beginning a new journey with God!
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“The Journal Journey”





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: Then the Lord answered me and said: “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it” (Habakkuk 2:2 NKJV).





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and show the adults the “prayer journals” that they made. Hold up the Prayer Notebook that you have been using during the weekly Kid’s Slot. Encourage parents to purchase a prayer journal/notebook for each of their own children. (They can be found for $1.00 at the Dollar Store). For the younger children, parents will need to help their child by recording their child’s prayer requests and praise reports in their prayer journal for them. This is a great “habit” to start when a child is young. The children then recite their Bible Memory Verse and then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





PRAYER and Activity: Each Life Group that has a Kid’s Slot time needs a Prayer Journal in which prayers of the children can be recorded – as well as their answered prayers. Today, have the children practice by making their own personal little “Prayer Journal” out of paper, where they keep track of their own prayer requests and praise reports to the Lord. 




















