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 “One Heart – Reaching Out to Others” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn about reaching out to others that need help and a hand up!
PREPARATION: You will need some paper, a pen, your Bible and the Kid’s Slot Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Have you ever had to stay with someone for a hurricane or an evacuation? What was your favorite part about being with them and what was your least favorite part?
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 25:40
READ: “Whatsoever You Do”
Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Why were Joseph’s relatives living with him, and how did he feel about it? (His relatives’ home had been damaged in a hurricane, and they needed a place to stay. At first Joseph liked having them with him, but he grew tired of it after a little while.)

2. How did Joseph’s mother help him become more understanding? (She explained to him that when we help others, we are serving Jesus.)

3. Is it always fun to help others? (No) Why do we do it anyway? (We want to serve Jesus by serving others).

4. What are some things you could to serve others? (Let the children share.)
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Things were sure different in Baton Rouge, Louisiana! Ever since Hurricane Katrina had destroyed much of New Orleans, Joseph’s relatives had been living with him and his family.

Now Uncle Glen, Aunt Sandy, and their five children were all crowded into the same house as Joseph and his family. At first Joseph thought it was lots of fun to have everyone there. He had to move out of his room to let Uncle Glen and Aunt Sandy use it while he and his cousins slept on sleeping bags in the den. It was exciting—at first. But then the weeks went by, and Joseph’s relatives were still there. They could not go home, because their house had been too badly damaged.

Joseph was tired of standing in line for the bathroom and tired of having an assigned time to take his bath. He was tired of all the noise from the small children, and he was tired of eating spaghetti, soup, and sandwiches. Joseph just wanted everything to return to normal—like it used to be when Uncle Glen and his family lived in New Orleans, not with them.

When Joseph came in from school one day, he saw his youngest cousin, Kevin, playing with his special car collection. He was ramming the small cars against one another and making them crash into furniture. Joseph was not happy. “Hey, what do you think you’re doing?” he angrily scolded Kevin. “Give me my cars. You can’t play with them. You’re messing them all up.” And with that, he took them from Kevin and marched away with them.

Kevin began to cry because Joseph had spoken so angrily to him. Mom heard the commotion and came into the room. “Joseph, why is Kevin crying?” she asked. “He was messing with my car collection, Mom,” said Joseph. “He and all my other cousins are always messing with my stuff. And I want my room back. I don’t want to sleep out here anymore. I wish Uncle Glen, Aunt Sandy, and all their kids would just go home!”

Mom didn’t seem shocked by Joseph’s words. Instead, she said, “Come into the kitchen. I want to show you something.” Joseph followed Mom into the kitchen and sat at the snack bar. Mom sat down beside him and handed him her little calendar with Bible verses that she kept on the windowsill in the kitchen. “Look at today’s verse,” Mom said. “Read it out loud.”

Joseph read slowly: “‘What ever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ What does that mean, Mom?” he asked. 

“Well, Joseph,” Mom answered, “Jesus is telling us that whenever we do something nice for someone, it’s just like we are doing it for Him. When we feed the hungry, give shelter to others, and provide for those who need our help, or serve food for the needy at Thanksgiving, we bring pleasure to Him. He sees everything we do, and one day we will be rewarded for all our kind deeds.”

“So, you mean, when we help take care of Uncle Glen and Aunt Sandy and their kids, it’s kind of like we’re taking care of Jesus?” Joseph asked.

“Yes, that’s exactly right,” said Mom. “So when I grow tired of cooking big meals and taking turns in the bathroom, I just remind myself that I am serving Jesus when I serve others.”

“I’m sure there are other folks in our city and area that need help like Uncle Glen and Aunt Sandy. I’m glad that we are helping them and that my church is helping other people like them, too.” 

“I’m glad, too! I want everyone in this city to know about Jesus and the plans He has for their lives!”
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“Whatsoever You Do”





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40 NIV)





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and share with the adults the list of people for whom they are praying. Share with the Life Group that praying for people is the first defense in bring people closer the Lord. Have the children then recite their Bible Memory Verse.  The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





PRAYER and Activity: Ask the children to make a list of the people that they can pray for – people who need a “hand of hope.” Perhaps it is a friend at school that is always getting in trouble. Maybe it is their grandparents who are feeling alone or not as healthy as they used to feel. Maybe it is someone in their family that needs to be encouraged and told how much Jesus loves them. Maybe it is their parents, who are stressed about their job or about money. Let the children share as you write down the names of the people that need a touch from God.


Take a minute have the children pray for the folks on the list.























