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 “One Heart – Reaching the World” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn about reaching out to their “neighbors” around the world.
PREPARATION: You will need a world map or globe, your Bible and the Kid’s Slot Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Do you play with the kids on your street or next door to you – your neighbors? Do you know the names of the kids on your street, even if you don’t play with them?
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 22:39
READ: “Care About Who?”
Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1.
How can we love our neighbor, even the ones we don’t like? (We can do nice things for them. We can bring them treats. We can help them with something they need done. We can speak nice things to them.)

2.
How can turning to God help us love our neighbor? (God will put His love in our hearts for others, if we ask Him. God will help us forgive people who are not nice to us. God will give us ideas about how we can show love.)

3.
Is your “neighbor” only someone who lives close to you? Discuss.

4.
Ask the children if they have a “neighbor” they could reach out to. Pray with them to do something for that neighbor this week. Talk about praying for the people all over the world who don’t know Jesus yet.


                

Who is your neighbor? Webster’s Dictionary defines neighbor as “one who lives nearby.” Jesus would define a neighbor as anyone we come in contact with. In Luke 10:29–37, Jesus tells us to love everyone we come in contact with.


In today’s lesson, God spoke to a man named Jonah. He said, “Go to the great city of Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked the people are.” Nineveh was the main city of the Assyrian Empire. The Assyrians were the cruelest of all Israel’s enemies.


When God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, Jonah went in the opposite direction. Jonah bought a ticket and boarded a ship sailing away from Nineveh. He was trying to run away from God. He would do anything to avoid talking to the people of Nineveh.


Before long, the ship was caught in a great storm. Jonah said, “Throw me into the sea, and it will become calm again. For I know this terrible storm is all my fault.” 

At first the sailors didn’t want to do this, but finally they threw Jonah into the sea, and it became calm again. Then the Lord sent a great fish that swallowed Jonah whole. When Jonah had lost all hope, he turned to God and cried out for help. After three days and nights, God made the fish spit Jonah out onto the shore. 

God spoke to Jonah and again told him to go to Nineveh and deliver the message of judgment. This time Jonah went to Nineveh and told the people that God would destroy the city in forty days because of their sin. The people believed what Jonah said. Everyone—from the king to the lowest person—put on rags and decided not to eat because of their sorrow. Everyone turned from evil and begged God for forgiveness.


God was merciful to Nineveh, but Jonah got angry when God didn’t destroy the city! God corrected Jonah and told him that more than 120,000 people had turned from darkness and asked for forgiveness. This was something Jonah should have been glad about.

God feels the same way about people we don’t like or even know. God wants us to tell everyone we meet that Jesus loves them. He would like all of them to turn from evil. We should love everyone like a neighbor and every neighbor as ourselves.

While we call the people who live on our street or in our neighborhood our “neighbors,” we know that we need to love and care about all people whom we know and even those we don’t know yet.


Did you know that there are people in China who get arrested for simply praying to Jesus or meeting together for a church service? We need to remember those “neighbors” who live in places where they aren’t free to worship the one, true, God like we can.

Be sure to remember to pray for them and for their protection and that the Gospel of Jesus will be proclaimed to the people who need to hear it most – those who haven’t yet accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior!


Maybe God is calling you one day to be a Missionary for Jesus! What a privilege and blessing it would be to serve God by spreading the Gospel around the world. Ask the Lord to put a burden on your heart for spreading the Gospel and a willingness to GO, like Jonah finally did, and “tell the world!”
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PRAYER and Activity:  Find a picture of the world map or if you have a globe, let the children look at it. Tell them that most people in the world don’t know that Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior of the world. Some people pray to other gods; some people even pray to animals or to the moon or sun; or even to dead people.


Explain that anyone who needs to hear about Jesus needs our prayers as well as those who have chosen to follow another god – the wrong god! Have each child take a turn laying their hands on the picture/globe and ask them to say a prayer, asking the Lord to open up opportunities for people all over the world to hear the Good News about Jesus.


Ask the children to then pray for the Missionaries around the world – some may even be in danger of losing their lives for telling people about Jesus. Ask them to pray for their protection and that the Lord will continue to direct them and provide for them…many Missionaries have given up EVERYTHING to follow Jesus and live on very little money and with very little property of their own…they want others to know about Jesus so much, that they are willing to go to the ends of the earth to find a “neighbor” who needs Jesus. Pray for the Missionaries at Celebration Church.

















BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “”Love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:39 NIV)





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and share with the adults the picture of the world/globe and ask the children to share about their prayers for their “neighbors” in their neighborhood and all over the world.





Have the children then recite their Bible Memory Verse.  The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





“Care About Who?”








