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  “God’s Instruction Book for Life!”    
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God wants to get to know them and tell them of His wonderful plan for their lives.
PREPARATION: You will your NIV Bible & the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Do you like to read? What’s one of your favorite stories you have ever read or had read to you when you were younger?
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Hebrews 4:12
READ: “Your Plan for Success – Just Follow the Recipe!” 

Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Why do you need to read God’s Word? (You need His instructions for life. You need to know what He is trying to tell you. You need to make your spirit strong through reading His Word.)

2. What are some of the things you have learned from the Bible? (Let the children share, and discuss the things they have learned. Encourage them to keep reading the Word and growing in God.)

3. Do you have a plan for reading God’s Word? (Again, let the children share from personal experience. They may need suggestions from you as to how they could develop a daily plan of reading God’s Word. Encourage them to start with attainable goals and to slowly increase. Encourage them to talk to their parents and ask for help.)

4. Pray for all the children to develop a spiritual hunger for the Word of God.
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Have you ever tried baking a cake without following the recipe? Have you ever tried to put together a model car or airplane without reading the instructions? And what would happen if you refused to follow your parents’ or teachers’ advice and directions on an important matter? In all these things, you have to follow instructions, or you will not achieve the result you are hoping for. It’s that plain and simple.

Because God loves you, He wants you to succeed in life. He wants you to know how to love and serve Him and others. He wants you to know about forgiving others and receiving forgiveness for your sins. There are so many things He wants to share with you that He gave you a book—a handbook, really—that tells you everything you need to know about loving God and living for Him. 
That book is the Bible.

When someone writes you a letter or sends you an e-mail, you probably read it right away. You want to know what that person has to say because he is a part of your life and you are a part of his. That’s how it is with God, too. 
The Bible is God’s letter to you. In it, He tells you all kinds of wonderful things. He speaks many encouraging words and also gives many directions that you are to follow. If you never read the Bible, you will never know what He wants you to do and how to do it. You will never be close to God until you take the time to read His letter to you.

Look at some of the many, many wonderful things God has to say to you in the Bible:
· You are His child (Romans 8:16).

· Jesus is your friend (John 15:15).

· The Holy Spirit lives inside of you (1 Corinthians 3:16).

· You are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).

· You are blessed with many spiritual blessings (Ephesians 1:3).

· God gives you peace (Philippians 4:7).

· God will give you everything you need (Philippians 4:19).

· God has chosen you and loves you dearly (Colossians 3:12).

· God helps you overcome fear (2 Timothy 1:7).

So pick up your Bible and begin reading just a little bit each day. See how many promises from Him you can find. See how many ways He wants to help you. Follow His instructions and watch how strong you become in Him. 
Use His handbook, the Bible, to discover His wonderful plan for your life. God wants you to have a vision for your Life and wants to help you see it for yourself! Ask Him for His help!






“Your Plan for Success – Just Follow the Recipe!”


(Based on Hebrews 4:12)





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “For the Word of God is full of living power.” Hebrews 4:12





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse. Share with the adults that the Lord wants even children to get in on God’s plan for their lives. Pray with the adults that the children will have ears to hear God’s voice when He calls them and that they would be obedient to follow Him. The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





PRAYER and Activity: Ask the children to talk about what they want to be or do when they grow up. You don’t have to work at a church or be a minister or a missionary to serve God. You can serve God in whatever you chose to do.





Encourage the children to begin now to ask the Lord for His help and direction for their lives. Help the children pray for God to reveal his plan for their lives – while they are still young – so they can allow God to mold and shape them into what HE wants for their lives.














