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 “The Prayer Connection!” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God wants to stay connected to the people He loves…and the best way to do that is to PRAY!
PREPARATION: You will need sheets of construction paper, some Scotch tape, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Do you have a special time during the day that you spend talking to God in prayer and/or reading your Bible? Not just a quick “Thank you God for this food” before you eat, but a real time to talk to God and hear from him? When is that?
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 1 Thessalonians 5:17
READ: “Keep on Praying…No Matter What!”
Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. What was Jonathan thinking about after his bedtime prayers? (He thought about the memory verse he learned at church.)

2. Why was the memory verse difficult for Jonathan? (The word Thessalonians was difficult for him to pronounce AND the idea of praying all the time seemed difficult.)

3. What did Jonathan’s mother explain to him about prayer? (Prayer is important. Keep on praying. Don’t give up. The Holy Spirit helps us to pray.)

4. What was different about Jonathan’s prayer life after the ride in the car? (Jonathan found it easier to pray. He enjoyed praying. He had a desire in his heart to pray more.)



Jonathan finished saying his prayers and climbed into bed, but he could not stop thinking about the memory verse he’d learned that morning at church. As he turned from side to side, trying to fall asleep, he could still hear his teacher saying,

“First–Thess–ah–lone–ee–yuns–five–seventeen–keep–on–praying.” Jonathan laughed into his pillow as he remembered how hard it had been for him to say the word “Thess–a–lone–ee–yuns,” but he had finally done it.
The next morning as Jonathan and his mother were riding in the car, Jonathan asked her a question: “Why does the Bible say that we should keep on praying?”

“Well, some people give up and stop praying before the answer comes,” answered Mother thoughtfully. “God wants us to know that prayer is very important and that it is important for us to keep on praying.”
“But how can I pray all the time?” asked Jonathan. “Wouldn’t that be hard?” “The Holy Spirit gives us the power to pray,” Mother explained. “He gives us wisdom and understanding when we need it. The Holy Spirit helps us to keep on praying.”

Jonathan looked out the car window for a while and thought about the things his mother was saying. Then he remembered things that his Small Group Leader said yesterday about prayer. 
“Prayer is not something that God forces us to do,” his Leader had said. “Prayer is a gift that God has given to us. God has given us the privilege—the honor—of talking to Him anytime we want to.”
“I would like to pray more,” said Jonathan quietly. 
Mother did not say a word. She knew that the Holy Spirit was speaking to Jonathan in his heart and giving him a deeper desire to pray. When they returned home, Jonathan went to his room and got down on his knees. He talked to God about lots of things, and he asked God for help.
From that day on, Jonathan’s prayer life was different. Prayer did not seem to be hard work anymore, and the more Jonathan prayed, the more he wanted to pray. He told his Leader at church and the kids in his Small Group about his new attitude.
 “I don’t understand what has happened,” said Jonathan with a smile. “I used to grumble and complain when it was time to pray, but now everything has changed. Now I enjoy praying!”

Jonathan’s teacher smiled and looked around the room. “It’s time for the memory verse,” she said. “First—Thess—ah—lone—ee—yuns—five seventeen!!!!
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“Keep On Praying!”


(Based on 1 Thessalonians 5:17)





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Keep on praying.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17








RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse. Show the adults the children’s “Prayer Chain.” Tell the adults that the children are learning how to stay “connected” to God through prayer…ask parents to help their children make prayer time a special time in their day.





 The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





PRAYER and Activity:  Cut the various sheets of construction paper in to strips. Have the children write down something they are praying for and “connect” their prayer chain to the other children’s prayer chain. Keep on connecting the prayers, making the chain longer and longer. Be sure to take the time to pray for each prayer request.





Ask the children if they have a special time each day that they take time to get “connected” to God. If they don’t, then why not write that down as a prayer request, so the children can ask the Lord for His help in making prayer a priority in their lives.














