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 “Hard Work Pays Off!” [image: image2.jpg]



OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God wants us to do our best to work hard at everything we do…it honors God and blesses us!
PREPARATION: You will your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Have you ever told your parents or your teacher that you were GOING to do something…and just never bothered to do it because you were just being plain old LAZY? (such as clean your room, do your homework, study, do your chores around the house)
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Proverbs 13:4
READ: “Michael & Mitchell” Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. What was the difference between Mitchell and Michael’s plans for raising money? (Mitchell worked hard, a little bit at a time, week after week. Michael kept saying he was going to work but never got around to doing anything.)

2. What does it mean to be lazy? (It means a person wants to get something for nothing. He doesn’t want to work. He wants to relax, have fun, and let others work for him.)

3. Why is it important to work hard? (We honor God by being diligent. He will bless our efforts as we work hard. We help ourselves and others when we are hard workers.)

4. What are some things you could work harder at? (Let the children brainstorm…each child knows what area in which they are struggling…then pray concerning those areas.)
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Mitchell and Michael

Mitchell and Michael were twins. Although they looked exactly alike, they were very different. Mitchell was always on time, did his chores without complaining, and kept his side of the room he shared with his brother neat and clean. Michael, however, was always late, never did his chores until Mother made him, and well . . . his side of the room looked like a pigpen!
One day both boys came bursting into the kitchen after school. “Mom! Mom!” they called. “Guess what happened at school today!”
Mom came into the room and smiled at the boys’ excitement. “Why don’t you tell me all about it,” she said. “It must be very exciting.” “Yes, it is, Mom,” said Mitchell. “We are having a contest to see who can raise the most money for the new library they are getting ready to build at the school. The winner is going to get his picture taken with the mayor, and a story about him is going to be in the newspaper. Plus, he will get a gift certificate to the mall worth $100!”
“Oh, I’m going to win that contest,” Michael said smugly. “I’m going to do all kinds of stuff to raise money. You just wait and see if I don’t win,” he declared. Mom looked at Mitchell, who was sitting quietly, thinking about what he could do. “What are your plans, Mitch?” she asked. “Any ideas?”
Mitchell answered slowly, “I thought I would do just one thing. I’m going to go around the neighborhood and see whose lawn I could mow. I think I could earn a lot of money doing that.”

“Mowing lawns!” Michael sneered. “Man, you sure make a lot of work for yourself. I’m going to do easy stuff that pays a lot of money.”
“Like what?” asked Mitchell. “I don’t know,” replied Michael. “But I’ll think of something.” 

When Saturday came, Mitchell was up early. By the end of the day, he had mowed three lawns and gotten paid very well, too! 
When he came home, he exclaimed to his brother,”Look

at all this money I earned! What did you do?” “I haven’t gotten started yet,” Michael replied. “I’m still thinking about it, but next week I’m going to do all kinds of stuff. Just wait and see.”

But next week, Michael slept late, while Mitchell mowed grass again. Week after week, it was the same. Mitchell worked hard, while Michael kept “thinking” about ways he could earn money. 
But Michael never got around to doing anything. Guess what!
Two months later, Mom opened the paper and there was a picture of one of her boys! Which one do you think it was?
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“Michael & Mitchell”


(Based on Proverbs 13:4)





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Lazy people want much and get little, but those who work hard will prosper and be satisfied.” Proverbs 13:4





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse. Share with the adults that the Lord wants even children to be hard workers and to do their best. The strong foundation in working hard as a child will help them grow up to be hard workers as adults.  The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





PRAYER and Activity: Write down what the children say about Question #4 in the Children’s Prayer Notebook. Have the children pray for and with each other about something they know they need to change about themselves and being lazy, but never really “got around to doing it!”





By bringing these prayers before the Lord, we are telling the Lord that we need His help; we are also asking our friends hold us accountable, if they see us acting lazy about the thing we’ve been praying about…














