Kid’s Slot – Oct. 12th – Oct. 18th, 2008 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1



 “Going Fishing” 


OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God takes care of us and provides everything we need…even money.
PREPARATION: You will need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: If you had ALL the money in the world, what is the first thing you would buy with it?
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 17:27
READ: “The Fish and the Coins”
Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. In the story, Peter was worried…why? (because the tax collectors were asking for money and he didn’t know how he was going to have any to give them)
2. Was it unfair to ask Jesus to pay taxes? (He is the Son of God. He created everything and everything belongs to him in the first place.)
3. Why did Jesus pay the taxes?  (He wanted to show Peter that it was right to pay taxes and He was teaching Peter a lesson about not worrying about money.)
4. Sometimes parents worry about money…sometimes children worry that they won’t be able to get all the things they want…what can you do? (Pray and trust God in your hearts not to worry. Remember that God will take care of you and your family.)
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One day Jesus, along with Peter and some of His other disciples came to a town called Capernaum. Some tax collectors came to Peter to ask him about tax money. The tax collectors wanted to know if Peter and Jesus would pay their taxes. 

In those days, many people were afraid of tax collectors, because they were sometimes harsh and unfair. Tax collectors could demand more money than the people could afford to pay. If someone could not pay all the tax, the tax collectors would have that person thrown into prison!

Peter went into the house to talk to Jesus about the tax money. He had told the tax collectors that Jesus would pay, but Peter did not know what to do. He did not know how to get the money. Before Peter could say a word, Jesus began to speak. Jesus already knew that the tax collectors were asking questions, and Jesus already had a plan.

First of all, Jesus wanted Peter to know that Jesus did not really owe money to anyone. Everything in the world belongs to God, and Jesus was God’s Son. He was not afraid of tax collectors. Although the tax was unfair, Jesus planned to pay it anyway. “What do you think, Peter?” asked Jesus. “Do kings tax their own people or the foreigners they have conquered?” (Matthew 17:25b). Jesus was the King of Kings, so He did not owe a tax to anyone.

Then Jesus told Peter about His special plan. He told Peter to go down to the lake and throw in a fishing line. “Open the mouth of the first fish you catch, and you will find a coin. Take the coin and pay the tax for both of us,” said Jesus (Matthew 17:27b).

This story of the fish with the coin in its mouth teaches us not to worry about money. God provides money for us in ways we cannot imagine. Even when unfair demands are made, God takes care of those who trust Him
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“The Fish and the Coin”


(Based on Matthew 17:27





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Open the mouth of the first fish you catch; you will find a coin.” Matthew 17:27








RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse. Have each child read something off the “list” of things that they love and appreciate that don’t cost any money…and thank God together for them. The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





PRAYER and Activity:  Have each child share one thing in their life that they appreciate and love…that doesn’t cost any money at all…make a list of those things and then thank God for them! See how long the list gets….


Say: God wants everyone, even children, to not worry about money…to trust Him with everything they need.


Ask: Do you get an allowance? God wants everyone, even children, to give back to His work, the church. You need to give back part of your allowance, 10%, to help God’s Kingdom work. If you make $2.00 per week, then you need to give 20 cents in the offering. Ask your parents to help you figure how much 10% is…when you give, God promises to bless you!!! 





























