Improving Your Finances 
Life Group Agenda for the week of Oct. 12-18, 2008
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What is a big purchase or expense that you would like to save enough money for? (Dream big!)  We are in the midst of our Fall Spiritual Growth Campaign – The Game of Life. In this series we are discussing how to discover God’s vision and purpose for our lives. Let’s pray for our Church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Encourage everyone, including the Children and teens to participate in a time of worship. (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

Show the third DVD – Financial Life

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Haggai 1:6, Acts 20:35, Proverbs 21:20 & 22:7,  Luke 16:11. 
1. Which of the above verses is most meaningful to you? Which is most disturbing? 
2. Do you have a five, ten, or 20 year plan for your finances? What obstacles have you run into in trying to develop and maintain a plan?
3. Look at pages 165 and 166 in the Chazown book. The author gives “Five future needs worth planning for.” What steps have you been able to take in your life to plan for such needs? What steps do you need to take to begin to plan for those needs?

4. Turn to pages 168 and 169 in the Chazown book. Have everyone in the group pick two goals to work on in their life and then help one another develop a plan to fulfill the goals. 

NOTE TO LEADERS: People can be very private and even defensive about the details of their financial situation, but this can be a good time for transparency to begin to develop in the group. Be careful and sensitive to the needs of the individuals in the group and don’t make anyone feel like they have to reveal personal financial information. 
5. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. For next week, encourage everyone to read pages 170-185 in the Chazown book.

2. Two upcoming opportunities for your group members to serve: 1. We are in the midst of planning for the Fall Family Festival to be held on Oct. 31st. 2. Post-hurricane serve teams. Please contact your community pastor for more details. 

3. The weekend of Nov 1st-2nd is Celebration Weekend. We will not only celebrate our church’s 19th birthday, but also all that God has done in our lives and church through this Fall Spiritual Growth Campaign. Plan now to be at one of the services and bring a friend.
4. The next I Want to Engage event is Saturday, October 18th. If anyone in your group would like to explore Life Group leadership at Celebration Church, you can register them through your community pastor.
5. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).

