Kid’s Slot – Nov. 27th – Dec. 3rd, 2011

  “The New Kid!” 

OVERVIEW: Children will learn about the importance of getting along with others.

VERSE: Colossians 3:17

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Who is the grumpiest person you know? Why? Is it hard to love them?

READ: “Good Neighbors!” 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What did all the kids in the neighborhood like to do? (They liked playing in the street at the dead-end; football, riding bikes, hanging out!)
2. What made Caleb and Brianna feel everything had changed? (When the new kid, Bradley moved in. They thought he was mean and ruined their plans to play at the end of the street.)
3. What did Bradley actually do to make the kids think he was mean?  (Nothing, really. He didn’t speak. He stared at the kids; he didn’t throw back the football; he wouldn’t answer the door.)
4. What did Caleb and Brianna’s parents suggest them do? (They asked if they had invited Bradley to play – and when they hadn’t – they suggested they do! They told them to have friend, they had to BE friends; to bring over cookies and visit.)
5. How did Caleb and Brianna and the rest of the kids feel when they found out Bradley was deaf? (They felt badly for judging him as being mean; they apologized; they decided to be friends; they learned how to communicate using a note pad; they began to learn sign language.)
6. Have you ever been mean back to someone you thought was being mean to you? What should you do instead?

Bible Memory Verse: “Forgive the things you are holding against one another. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:13

 (
RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  
After the children recite their Bible Memory Verse to the adults, have 
the children share about Caleb and Brianna’s story and what they learned from it. 
The children then 
join in the prayer and fellowship time.
)











 (
“
Good Neighbors!
”
)


	Caleb and his little sister Brianna lived on a quiet dead-end street. They LOVED to ride their bikes to the very end of the street and play ball until it got dark. All the neighborhood kids did – it was like their own personal playground. Even some of the Moms and Dads would sit out on their front porch and talk about who won the game last week, what’s on sale in the stores, what’s the best flowers to plant right now. It was like one big family! Until….early one Saturday morning, a huge moving van pulled up and Bradley and his family moved in to the empty house at the end of the street. That’s when everything changed!
“Bradley! Why did he have to ruin everything?” said Brianna. Bradley’s house was at the very end of the dead-end street. He was about the same age as Caleb, but lots taller. After Bradley’s family moved in, everything changed. Every weekend, and sometimes during the week, the neighborhood kids would ride their bikes to the end of the street and race or set up bike ramps – it was soooo much fun. But this time, Bradley was his driveway, on his bike, arms folded, just staring at all the kids. He never said a word - he just stared at them…as if he was daring the kids to ride their bikes in front of his house. Before he moved in, everyone was happy and free – after Bradley, the kids felt differently because of Bradley.
 The next day was Sunday, and that afternoon, when the kids were throwing the football back and forth, someone missed it and the football landed right in the middle of Bradley’s lawn. Everyone froze! There was Bradley, standing like a statue, arms folded, not saying a word. No one was brave enough to go ask him for it. Bradley went over to the football, picked it up and began tossing it up the air. All the kids waited to see if he would throw it back to the kids, but he didn’t. He just tossed it up in the air, over and over and over again. After a few minutes, the kids just looked at each other, got on their bikes and drove back home. Bradley looked sad and just tossed the football back on his lawn and went inside. The kids didn’t know what to think!
“Man…I HATE that new kid!” said Caleb. “I wish he would have never moved here in the first place.” Mom and Dad were quite surprised and asked Caleb what he meant. Caleb and Brianna told the story of how he looked like a statue on his bike, staring at the kids while they were riding bikes in the street. They shared how the football landed on his front lawn and he never threw it back!
Mom and Dad asked if THEY had asked Bradley to join in the bike ride or in the football game. Caleb and Brianna confessed that they hadn’t – but even if they did, Bradley is still a mean kid! Mom had a great idea. She suggested they make a plate of chocolate chip cookies and bring it over to the new neighbor’s house and say hello. Mom and Dad talked about doing it next weekend, after the new family had gotten settled in, but realized they better not wait!
Caleb and Brianna thought it was a good idea for their parents, but they folded their arms, stamped their feet and refused to go! Dad reminded them that in order to HAVE a friend, they needed to BE a friend. Dad reminded them of the message in church about getting along with others – even if they act like a “gator” we need to show them kindness.
 “You’re right, Dad. We haven’t really given Bradley much of a chance. After all, he DID just move in…it hasn’t even been a whole weekend and already we’re saying we want him to move away. Our attitudes stink! Sorry Mom and Dad…we’ll go with you to visit the new neighbors…AND Bradley!”
The smell of chocolate chip cookies filled the house – and Caleb and Brianna finished putting them on a plate and covering them with foil – after enjoying a cookie or two for themselves!
	“Let’s go, everyone! Cookies are ready!” Brianna suggested that the family say a quick prayer and a blessing over the cookies, so the new neighbors would feel welcomed, so they did.
	Mom and Dad went to the door first, and rang the doorbell. Through the glass in the door, they could see Bradley watching the TV, but he didn’t get up from the sofa. They rang it again and then knocked…but no answer. Caleb and Brianna were sure Bradley was just ignoring them, like he had done earlier while standing in his driveway. As they looked around, they noticed their football on his front lawn, just where it had landed earlier that day. What’s up with this kid, they thought.
	Suddenly, Bradley’s mom came to the door, smiling. She explained that she and her husband, who eventually joined her, were upstairs, unpacking boxes in the spare bedroom, and at first, they didn’t hear the doorbell or knock on the door.
	“And Bradley…I’m sure he didn’t notice you at the door. You see, he’s been deaf since birth. At our last house, our doorbell was connected to a light in the den…so if someone rang it, Bradley would see the light flash and know someone was at the door.” Bradley’s parents went to get Bradley and he came running over smiling, ran out to the front lawn and handed Caleb the football! 
	Caleb and Brianna’s heart sank. They had judged Bradley as being mean, but he wasn’t. He gave them a big smile! Caleb and Brianna smiled back…and offered him a cookie! Bradley smiled even bigger and the three of them went outside and sat on the front porch together. One by one, the other kids in the neighborhood joined them, gobbling up the cookies and laughing. 
	Caleb and Brianna explained that Bradley was deaf – and not mean – and that he didn’t quite know who to throw the football to or how to ask to ride bikes with the rest of the kids. Now everyone understood – and realized they had misjudged Bradley. Bradley went to get a notepad and everyone began writing down they were sorry, and invited Bradley to join in their neighborhood fun. Bradley couldn’t stop smiling. He even taught the kids how to say “Thank You” in sign language. It was a good day for everyone – especially Bradley! 	
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