Kid’s Slot ~ Nov. 6th – Nov. 12th, 2011 – Week #8

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://thestepmomstoolbox.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/celebrate1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 “Let’s Celebrate!” 
OVERVIEW:  Children will have a recap of the 5 purposes of their lives that we’ve been reviewing and celebrate what the Lord has done in and through them during the 40 Days of Purpose.
PREPARATION:  A special treat/snack for the children…a cake or cupcakes would be wonderful; construction paper and markers; glitter pens would be great, too! Worship music in the background would be a nice touch to play, while the children are writing their Thank You Cards to God!
Say:  I hope you’ve had a wonderful time these last several weeks during your Kid’s Slot. Wasn’t it amazing to discover so much about yourself and God’s plan for your life? During these weeks, we’ve discussed the 5 Purposes of our lives. Let’s review them together:

1. I was planned for God’s pleasure. There’s a Bible word for that and that is WORSHIP. We learned that there are lots of ways to worship God, whether we are at church or at home. Can someone share some of the ways we talked about? (Singing, praying, dancing, giving, reading my Bible, on my knees, out loud or to myself, praising God for who He is, etc.)
2. I was formed for God’s family. The Bible word for that is FELLOWSHIP. We learned that we need to be with other people to encourage them and be encouraged by them. Who can share a bit about what it means to fellowship with others? Why is it a good thing to fellowship with other Christians?
3. I was created to become like Christ. The Bible word for that is DISCIPLESHIP. We need to take time each day to hear from God and learn more about Him. Who can tell me some of the ways we can grow to be more like Jesus? Has anyone started the “Living with Jesus” Discipleship Track series found in our bookstore? It’s a great way to grow in the Lord – for kids!
4. I was made to serve God and others. And the Bible word for that is MINISTRY. When we minister to others, we are showing them the light of Jesus that is inside of us, and are pointing the way to Him by what we do for others. Can someone share one of the acts of service you did during that week that totally blessed someone else? At home? At church? At school?
5. I was made for a mission and that word is EVANGELISM. That’s just a big word for telling everyone you know about Jesus! Whether it is an adult or a child, whether you see them every day at school, or someone you meet in line at McDonald’s, always be ready to share the Good News with someone who needs to hear. Can someone share the name of the person you’ve been praying for to come to know Jesus and have then invited them to church with you?

Share Your Story:

Ask the kids to share something that they learned about themselves during the 40 Days of Purpose. Let the children share their stories of how discovering more about themselves and others changed their lives in a good way. Encourage the introverted children to share. Be sure to help them with expressing themselves – ask them questions to prompt their discussion.

Activity: Thank YOU God! [Play the worship music as the children write their Thank You Cards to God]
Give the children a piece of construction paper and markers so they can make a Thank You card to God. Inside the card, they can thank God for making them special and for loving them – no matter what! Encourage the kids to decorate their cards and write their note to God – for who He is and what He has done. Although the children won’t be able to actually “give” the card to Jesus, just writing and celebrating what He has done is a good reminder to always be grateful and acknowledge how awesome God is.

Awesome-Beautiful-Creative…
Once the children are finished with their cards, play this fun game! Someone starts with the letter “A” and says something special about God [God is Awesome]. The next child in line will take the letter “B” and do the same thing [God is Beautiful]. Continue through the alphabet – helping those who get stuck on Q or X… 
Return to the Life Group:

When the children return to the Life Group, have them display their Thank You Cards they wrote to God. Read some of the older children’s cards, if they say it is OK. Celebrate together what the Lord has done these last several weeks together. If a child or two has a particularly moving story to tell about something the Lord did or did through them during 40 Days of Purpose, encourage the child to share. The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.
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