Status Update
Life Group Agenda for the week of August 28-September 3, 2011
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. This week, we are continuing our series titled, “Social Networking.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word.  This week’s truth to be shared: As believers in Jesus Christ, we have a supernatural source of strength through the Holy Spirit to help us live our lives victoriously.
Christ died for us to not only have eternal life but to have an abundant life.  In order for us to experience this abundant life, we must know where we are spiritually and we need to develop our relationship with the one who provides this kind of life.  Many Christians have a defeated and worldly walk because they do not understand the person of the Holy Spirit and what role He plays in our life.

The desired outcomes of this agenda is for everyone to evaluate where you currently stand spiritually, to leave with the hunger to seek after God, to learn more about person of the Holy Spirit and to understand the purpose of the Holy Spirit in your life. 
INTRODUCTION:  Who was the person who most powerfully impacted your life that you did not personally know?  Briefly share how they impacted your life?
Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.
OBSERVATION: Read I Corinthians 2:12 and 16.  In verse 12, where does Paul tell the church of Corinth that the Holy Spirit comes from and in verse 16, what is the purpose of the Holy Spirit?  (Answer: The Holy Spirit comes from God and His purpose is to give us the mind of Christ.)
These two verses help set the stage for I Corinthians 3:1-4.  Because we must know that the Holy Spirit is that of the One, True and Living God and we must also know what His purpose is for our lives.  How can we expect to grow in our relationship with God without the knowledge of these 2 questions?  

OBSERVATION:  Read I Corinthians 3:1-4.  Describe some of the characteristics of the people in this passage.
Spend about 10 minutes on these questions.
UNDERSTANDING:  What do you feel contributed to how the people of the church of Corinth were acting in I Corinthians 3:1-4?
UNDERSTANDING:   In I Corinthians 3:1-4, what similarities do the people of Corinth nearly 2000 years ago have with the people of the 21st century church? 
Spend about 15 minutes on these questions.  
It is important for us to know that the basic nature of people has always been sinful.  Fortunately, we are no longer under the law that was so difficult to keep because of our sinful natures.  Instead, we have the power of the Holy Spirit to convict us of our sin and to teach us the ways of the Lord.  God’s Holy Spirit comes into the believer at the point of our salvation when we trusted in Jesus and made Him our Lord and Savior.  God gives us the choice to allow the Holy Spirit to guide us through this life or to quench His Spirit because of our sin.
APPLICATION:  What steps can you take in your walk with God to empower the Holy Spirit to control your sinful nature in order to display more spiritual wisdom in your life?   
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.
PRAY:  Pair off in twos and pray specifically for each other to surrender the worldly things that are keeping you from the abundant life that Christ died for you to have.
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.

· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
