Kid’s Slot – September 4th – 10th, 2011  
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 “A Change of Heart!” 
Overview:  The children will learn how to choose God’s way over their friends’ wrong way!
Preparation: You will need construction paper and markers and your Bible. Safety scissors are optional.
Bible Verse: Psalm 1:1-3, 6
Icebreaker:  Tell about something or someone that you LOVE to eat or do: things like chocolate, your Wii, your dog or cat, to swim, the Saints (be creative…I LOVE broccoli with cheese!)
Read: “$20 to Change a Heart” – Ask these questions: 

1.  Why were the boys able to get a FREE Kid’s Meal? (Because they got a FREE coupon from a worker at Hamburger Heaven.)
2.  What did Gage want to do with the $20 from his mom? (Spend $10 of it at the Toy Store…$5 for each boy, and pretend to have spent the other $10 for a Kid’s Meal)
3.  What did Sammy want to do with the $20 from Mrs. Martin? (Give it all back)
4.  Why did Gage change his mind? (After thinking about what Sammy said, he realized he was right…the money would have been the same, and his mom wouldn’t have known the difference, but doing the honest thing was much better.)
5. Why was Mrs. Martin surprised that Gage gave her back the $20 and that they were sitting waiting for her? (Because Gage would have chosen the wrong way, if it hadn’t been for Sammy showing him the right way. Gage had a change of heart, because Sammy showed him God’s way is the best way!)
6. Has there ever been a time when YOU had a change of heart and had to make a tough decision? Share with us about it.

Bible Memory Verse: Psalm 1:1
“Blessed is the one who obeys the law of the Lord. He doesn't follow the advice of evil people.”

Return to the Life Group:

Have the children return to the Life Group and show their hearts…one that was ugly and dirty with sin and the one that is filled with good choices that please God. Tell the story about Gage and Sammy. The children then recite their Bible Memory Verse and join in the prayer and fellowship time.

“$20 to Change a Heart”

Sammy and Gage were new friends. They met at soccer practice and got along pretty well – on the soccer field and off. One day, after practice was cancelled because of the rain, Gage’s mom, Mrs. Martin, called Sammy’s mom to say she would pick up the boys and that she needed to run to the mall to get a birthday present for her mother. Sammy’s mom said, OK, and off they went. 

The first thing Mrs. Martin did was to get the boys something to eat…and being at the mall’s food court gave the boys lots of choices. She gave Gage a $20 bill and told them that they could get something to eat for $5 each but to bring her back the $10 change. She left the boys and went to a store right across from the food court. She said, “I’ll be back in 30 minutes to check on you all. Stay RIGHT HERE!” The boys agreed and began to try to decide which place to buy their food. While they were still deciding, a worker from a new hamburger place called Hamburger Heaven gave the boys a coupon for a FREE Kid’s Meal, as a bonus for trying their food at the food court. The boys were thrilled and immediately took the coupon and got their FREE kid’s meal – and you know what – it was pretty good! Better French fries than McDonald’s and a waaaay cooler kid’s prize! And since it was a brand new place, their food came out right away! Ten minutes and a full stomach later, the boys still had the twenty minutes to spare. 

Gage showed Sammy the $20 and said, “Hey, mom will never know that we got our food for free; let’s go buy something for ourselves for $5 each and give her back the $10 like she asked!”
Sammy said, “Well, that wouldn’t be right…that would be lying to your mom about the FREE coupon; we need to give her back the $20 and tell her the truth!”

Gage laughed at Sammy and asked, “Are you for real? I’m not going to do that…she will never know about the coupon if YOU don’t tell her! Besides, the Toy Store is right next door…she won’t even know we went. We can be back in twenty minutes! Come on! We’ll give her the change from the Toy Store instead! It’s not like we’re stealing or anything. She did give us a $20 and asked for the $10 change – but you and me will take our $5 and spend it on a toy instead of a Kid’s Meal, since ours were FREE! Come on…you’re wasting time!”

At that moment, Sammy had a decision to make! Should he go with Gage and get something for himself? Should he leave the food court when Mrs. Martin said to stay "RIGHT HERE?" Should he let Gage lie about the FREE Kid’s Meal? 

Sammy heart told him one thing and his head was telling the same thing, too! What Gage said made sense, but he KNEW it was still wrong!

“Nope, I think I’ll stay right here and wait for your mom; you should do the same. Wouldn’t she be surprised to hear of our FREE coupon? And, the fact that we actually listened to her will make her trust us to do other things together again.  Come on….let’s just do the right thing! God’s way is always the best way, Gage!”
Gage thought for a minute…his head told HIM one thing and his heart told him something else, too…but it wasn’t what Sammy was suggesting they do. But after a few minutes, Gage agreed and said that Sammy was right…they should just stay and wait.

Not two minutes later, Gage’s mom came back earlier than her than the 30 minutes she had planned with a gift for her mother and saw the boys sitting at a table, with Gage, longingly looking at the $20 bill in his hand. 

“Hey guys, why didn’t you get something to eat?” asked Mrs. Martin. “Oh, we did….we got a FREE coupon for a really good Kid’s Meal and Hamburger Heaven and since you said to say right here, we did! Here’s your $20, mom…we didn’t even need to give you change; you get the whole thing back!” Gage looked over at Sammy and felt real proud that he chose to do the right thing, like he suggested.
Gage’s mom couldn’t believe her eyes or her ears! “And you stayed here AND you’re giving me back my $20? Wow, boys, this is awesome! I am so proud of you both. Look, over here is a really neat Toy Store; since I got your grandmother’s present on sale and you got your Kid’s Meal for FREE, you can spend the whole $20 - $10 for each of you, at the Toy Store…as a reward for making such an honest choice! Sammy, you must be rubbing off on Gage, because I’m sure you had something to do with all of this, right?”

Gage thought a minute and said, “Well, Mrs. Martin, let’s just say there was a change of heart!”

All three of them laughed and the boys ran as fast as they could to the Toy Store…with $10 for each of them, instead of Gage’s plan of spending just $5! 

“Your way was the right way, Sammy; thanks for standing up to me and showing me how much better it feels to do the right thing! Besides, we got $10 for being honest! That’s way cooler than lying and just getting $5!

Sammy agreed. “It’s way cooler to do the right thing, even if we don’t get an extra $5. God is the one who rewards us when we follow His ways! The next time a decision like this come up, we’ll remember how God’s ways are better, and it will be easier to do!” Both boys agreed couldn’t have been happier!
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Clean Heart: Have the children draw pictures of two hearts on their construction paper…one on one side of the paper and another on the other side of the paper. Have them draw one heart that is dirty with sin – have the children write in some of the sins that make a heart dirty. Then, on the other side, let them write some of the things that they do that makes God happy.  Cut them out, if you have safety scissors. Pray over the hearts, asking the Lord to help the children make good decisions that honor God.








