Real Heroes – X-Men
Life Group Agenda for the week of June 19th though June 25th


WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. This week, we are beginning a new series titled, “Real Heroes.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word.  This week’s truth to be shared: Followers of the Lord should demonstrate an X-traodrinary pursuit of faith and character. 

Many of us go through life chasing normal. We’re not seeking undue attention for ourselves. We’re comfortable settling in the middle of the pack. There’s a sense of comfort and security in being normal. Normal people don’t get picked on in school. They don’t get audited by the IRS. They don’t find themselves on the front page of the Times Picayune or NOLA.com. 

Others reject the idea of normal. We throw off traditional restraints of what is deemed “normal” thought, behavior, appearance, etc. We tattoo, dye, and pierce things. We join forces in a fellowship of individuals. Yet we too are dismayed to discover that this sort of behavior is actually pretty normal itself.

As humans go, we’d probably have to admit that Jesus was the most extraordinary man that ever lived. In fact, living is fairly normal – anybody can do it. Jesus is so extraordinary that He lived, died, and rose to new life – that’s extraordinary. Compared to Jesus, we all seem pretty normal. 

The problem is that we have a yearning for extraordinary. It’s this yearning that draws us to Jesus. Indeed, we have extraordinary within our grasp. Jesus offers us an extraordinary future in heaven, an extraordinary relationship with an extraordinary God, and an extraordinary power to transform our lives. In order to take hold of this extraordinary gift, we must reject the normal pursuits of this world and take up the extraordinary pursuit of faith in Jesus.

INTRODUCTION: Who is the most extraordinary person you’ve ever met? What made them extraordinary?  

Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.

OBSERVATION: Read 1 Timothy 6:10-16. What is Paul asking Timothy to flee from in verse 11? What is Paul asking Timothy to flee towards?

In Paul and Timothy’s time, as well as ours, the pursuit of wealth was considered quite normal. Here Paul encouraged Timothy to have nothing to do with this, but instead to pursue that which had eternal value. With this question, try not to get caught up in that from which Timothy is fleeing – namely the love of money. Try to ensure that the group understands the basic command Paul issues to Timothy – pursue the extraordinary things of God.

Spend about 5 minutes on this question.


UNDERSTANDING: What verbs are used in verses 11-12? How are these actions carried out in Christian life? 

This is much more than a grammar lesson. Verses 11-12 involve the actions of fleeing, pursuing, fighting, and taking hold. The secret in developing an extraordinary faith is not sitting around and waiting for it to happen by accident. We develop an extraordinary faith by becoming active in fleeing sin, pursuing righteousness, fighting our enemy, and taking hold of the eternal life given us. 

Spend about 5 minutes on this question.  


UNDERSTANDING: Considering verse 10 and verses 11-12, which verse(s) portray more extraordinary actions and why?

If we’re honest, we’d have to admit that pursuit of financial wealth is relatively common. The rejection of this pursuit is quite extraordinary and important to developing an extraordinary faith.

UNDERSTANDING: If an extraordinary pursuit of faith and character produces extraordinary results, why are we content to be normal?

Certainly, many in the world have been blinded to the blessing of knowing Jesus. The world offers many good temptations to draw us away from the extraordinary blessing of knowing Jesus. The love of money might cause us to settle for life’s pleasures without reaching for God’s extraordinary blessings. With this question, try to draw out the specific things or attitudes members of the group have settled for. Also, you might point out that part of bringing God’s extraordinary blessings to other will involve us taking up the actions described in verses 11-12 (fleeing, pursuing, fighting, and taking hold) to develop an extraordinary faith of our own.

Spend about 11.5 minutes on this question.


APPLICATION: What specific steps can you take to reach for an extraordinary faith that will draw others to seek a similar extraordinary faith?

Do not settle for vague responses like “live more for God.” Encourage your group to BE SPECIFIC!

Spend about 10 minutes on this question.


PRAY: Pray that each individual in the Life Group will rise up and accept God’s calling to take up an extraordinary pursuit of faith and character. Pray that this might extend to the friends, relatives, associates, and neighbors in our lives. 

WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· Sunday, June 26th – I Want to KNOW Lunch 
· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.
· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
