Real Heroes – The Green Lantern
Life Group Agenda for the week of June 26th though July 2nd 


WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. This week, we are continuing a  series titled, “Real Heroes.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. This week’s truth to be shared: Living as disciples of Jesus empowers us to live “super-human” supernatural lives.

Americans are a very practical people. We value results more than we value processes. We care for the ends more than the means. Isn’t that how a majority of people can vote a politician into office, all the while believing him or her to be corrupt? Haven’t we given up the expectation that our politicians be honest and honorable, in lieu of ensuring their agenda corresponds to our own? We prefer dishonest success to an honest failure.

Our lust for results extends well beyond our politics. Most of us have no idea how remote controls, mobile phones/devices, or modern medical sciences work. We only care that they DO work. And should they fail to work, we will throw our lives into upheaval to have them fixed. 

Our obsession with practical functionality often leads us to shoddy, quick-fix solutions. Hasn’t everybody, at some point, had a cell phone that was held together by tape? Maybe it was a car, or a table. The problem with this approach to life and to problems is that you cannot take short cuts to find spiritual solutions. When we go through a time of crisis, we look for the quick, easy fix. Perhaps my marriage will improve if I just give money to the church, or maybe I’ll get out of debt if I just volunteer for children’s ministry. 

These are great activities and helpful to growing spiritually. The fallacy is that we believe the supernatural power of God to be attached to one specific activity, like praying, or tithing, or serving. In reality, the supernatural power of God is attached to the entire process of discipleship. You can only fully access the supernatural power of God when you engage the entire process.

INTRODUCTION: Describe a time you or someone you know, took a very shoddy approach to fixing something.

Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.

OBSERVATION: Read 1 Corinthians 2:4-5. Why did Paul say that he resisted wise and persuasive words in his message?

You might expect that those closest to the risen Lord would compose works on theology and spirituality so complex that it would require an “Ivy League” education. Yet, God revealed Himself in such a way that multitudes could understand and respond to the message. Here we see a part of God’s character at work – He is not desiring to be an exclusive God, detached from His creation; rather, He is seeking to include as many who will believe. He revealed His message in a way that would be accessed and believed by many.

Spend less than 5 minutes on this question.


UNDERSTANDING: Why was it important to Paul that his message rest on God’s power and not men’s wisdom? 

The wisdom of men is fleeting while the power of God is eternal. Also, if the message of the Gospel relies upon the rationale of men, then it can be easily overcome by the rationale of other men. Consider this: the message of the Gospel was cast in simple language, yet 2,000 years of the rationale of men has yet to overcome it.

Spend about 5 minutes on this question.  

UNDERSTANDING: This weekend’s message explained that we can live a “super-human” life by accepting God’s calling, dying to ourself, tapping into God’s power, and persevering to the end. How would it affect your life if you took one or more of these out of the formula?

Often, our actions demonstrate that we believe the power of God to be tied up in just one of these components. If you don’t believe me, look at how many in our lives appear to have “accepted God’s calling,” but seem unwilling to “die to oneself.” For the Christian, the power is not in the pieces; it’s in the process.

Spend about 5-10 minutes on this question.

UNDERSTANDING: How would you like to use God’s power? How should you use God’s power?

It’s easy to become enamored with the power of God. Perhaps we are intoxicated with the idea of power and the many ways in which we could serve ourselves with it. While it would be fun to walk on water or to move mountains into oceans, it is not offered by God indiscriminately. Just as the process of discipleship accesses that power, the process of discipleship should effectively be directing that power.

Spend about 10 minutes on this question.

APPLICATION: How will you give a particular component of the discipleship process the necessary emphasis and effort in your life that is needed?

Encourage each member of the group to select one of the components from the weekend message (Accept God’s Calling, Dying to Ourself, Tapping into God’s Power, Persevering to the End) and then describe a specific step they can take to grow in that component. Be willing to allow an uncomfortable silence.

Spend about 10 minutes on this question.

PRAY: Pray that the Life Group can better access God’s power by living out a full, robust discipleship. 

WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.
· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
