Kid’s Slot ~ June 26th – July 2nd, 2011  
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OVERVIEW:  The children will learn the importance of depending on the Lord for power and not on their own knowledge!
PREPARATION:  Some treats/candy for the kids, your NIV Bible
BIBLE VERSE: 1 Corinthians 2:5
ICEBREAKER:  What is your favorite “electronic” thing? Cell phone, TV, DVD, Wii, DS, Xbox?
READ:  “Hero In Action! 
QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. What did Corey do to help him know lots about electronics?  (He studied, he practiced and he researched all about it.)
2. What were the 2 things he fixed for his sister, Dana? (Her hair dryer and her cell phone)
3. Why did Corey think that the refrigerator needed a $500 repair? (Because he was depending on his own wisdom and not tapping into God’s power – and he was being a know-it-all)
4. What was actually wrong with the refrigerator? (Nothing…it only needed to be plugged in)
5. Why didn’t Corey think that Dana’s prayer could help fix the refrigerator? (He thought he knew more that God about refrigerators and wanted to show off his own power and knowledge)
6. What was the lesson that Corey learned that day? (He learned to tap into God’s power and not to depend on himself!)
Activity:  “God’s Power!”
Ask the kids to talk about a time when God came through for them with HIS power…maybe God helped them pass a really hard test; or he stopped them from being afraid about something; maybe God healed someone they loved; As the kids share, give them a good listener treat.
Bible Memory Verse:  
“That was so you would believe not because of human wisdom but because of God's power.” 1 Corinthians 2:5
Bible Memory Verse Activity: ECHO ME….

Say the first word of the verse; the children echo. Say the next two words and the children echo back.  Then say the next three words, etc.  The children echo each group of words, then repeat the entire verse together.  Then invite the children to repeat the verse, in a similar fashion, giving you time to echo their words. Afterwards, everyone shares in the treats.

Return to the Life Group
Have the children return to the Life Group and play the “ECHO ME” game with the adults.  Have the children share the story of Corey and the refrigerator! The children then join the adults in the time of prayer and fellowship.
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“Hero in Action!”
Corey loved electronics - everything electronic! In fact, some would call him an “expert” in electronics; an expert means you know more than anyone else about something - either because you have studied up about it, learned all about it or have a natural talent for something. Corey had all three!


Anytime he had a free moment, he would be searching the internet for new gadgets to research and learn. He loved to watch programs on the Discovery Channel that talked about electrical things, so he could be up to date on all the newest things. He was the “official” repairman at his house as well…he fixed his sister’s broken hair dryer when she dropped it – AND her cell phone, when she dropped that too! He was her hero, she said, because what teenager girl could be without her cell phone for a whole day anyway!


Sometimes, Corey wished things would break so he could welcome a new challenge, but so far, everything was working just fine at his house! Corey was a little proud of all his knowledge – maybe even a little too proud! Oh, he loved God alright, and went to church and read his Bible, but Corey’s problem was this – he loved to get all the credit for the things he knew and didn’t want to give the glory back to GOD for the way he was blessed with such a remarkable ability. 


So, back to our story….Mom and Dad come home from Sam’s with a trunk-load of food….frozen pizzas, ice cream, mini-hot dogs, lots of ham and cheese for lunches…WOW! Everyone was so excited to see all the yummy foods that Mom and Dad brought home for the summer – even some special fun treats, too!


As Mom and Dad brought the things inside, Corey and his sister Dana were busily emptying everything and putting it all away. When Dad opened up the refrigerator, he noticed the light didn’t come on! Oh, no, he thought, the light must have burned out….but it was more than a light bulb! Everything in the refrigerator was just barely cold…something must be wrong!


Immediately, Corey jumped up and claimed that HE could fix a refrigerator! He reminded his Dad that he had already fixed his sister’s hair dryer and her cell phone and he wanted to try his hand at the refrigerator. 

Dad wanted to give his son a try, but knew that if they didn’t get someone out really quickly, all the frozen and cold food they just bought would spoil….not counting the food that was already in the refrigerator and freezer before going to Sam’s, but his Dad said he could try.


Corey got his tool box and began to tinker around…after about 30 minutes, he told his Dad that he thought the compressor had gone out and that he needed to call a repairman to come and replace it – it was going to be pretty expensive – well over $500!


Mom and Dad were surprised…the refrigerator was rather new…how could this be? But, on Corey’s advice and because of the frozen and cold food, they quickly made the call. While they waited, Dana suggested the family pray, asking the Lord to use his power to fix the refrigerator and fix it quickly – and cheaply! Corey prayed along with his family, but announced after the prayer time that, in HIS expert opinion, the price would still be over $500 – no matter what! Corey actually believed that he knew more about refrigerators – well, than God did, and that Dana’s prayer was – well, not necessary!

Not even an hour later, the repair man did come…Corey met him at the door and began to talk on and on about how the compressor was broken, since he knew so much about electronics and had looked at the refrigerator at great length. The repairman was quite nice, and just smiled at Corey. Corey rushed to the kitchen and showed the repairman the refrigerator. The repairman just smiled. Corey was SURE he was right and began to feel like he was a real hero to his family, finding the problem so quickly and all!


The repairman did something strange, though. He reached back behind the refrigerator and in two seconds, the light came on inside and the refrigerator began to work again! Everyone was amazed – even Corey!

What did the repairman do, for goodness sakes? 


The repairman told the family that, the refrigerator had gotten unplugged – that’s all, and when he realized that’s all it needed to have done to it – he simply reached in the back and connected the power to the refrigerator. Hooray! It wasn’t going to cost $500 after all – as a matter of fact, the repairman said since he was only at the house for two minutes, he wasn’t even going to charge them at all! Whew! Mom and Dad were so relieved….but Corey hung his head in shame! How could he have missed something so simple? The repairman told Corey not to be discouraged – sometimes even when we think know everything, something simple comes along and reminds us that we don’t – that keeps us humble and dependent on God’s power!

It was then that Corey realized he was trying to do things in his OWN power, instead of using the POWER of God, which can help him in more ways that just knowing how to repair something. Corey was trying to be the hero, when really, the glory and credit needs to go to God!

Corey was a changed boy that day! No longer did he wish things would break so he could show-off and fix them…he learned to depend on the Lord to keep things going well – and if something was broken, to ask the Lord for HIS help in fixing it!







