Upgrade Your Finances (Part 2)

Life Group Agenda for the week of June 12th though June18th
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. This week, we are continuing our series titled, “Upgrade.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word.  This week’s truth to be shared: Jesus gave his life away, every aspect of it, telling us that his very nature was a giving nature.

When it comes to giving, most people tend to think that if they give a little money to the church, whether it be their tithe, or a missional offering, that God will in return bless them financially. But the problem with this kind of thinking is that God never promises financial blessing, he simply says that you will be blessed. 

Our tendency as human beings is to think that God is like us. He thinks like we do, and he desires the things that we desire. So if we give money away he will in return give us money back, and lots more of it. But that is really how we think as humans. We impose our desires on God, or our characteristics on God. Since we desire money, he must desire to give it to us. And what this does, is it really exposes the idolatry of our hearts. We only give because we want something in return, and unfortunately its typically more money. People say that money changes people, but the truth is, money doesn’t change people, it just elevates who they really are. 

Jesus gave his life away, every aspect of it. He was constantly pouring himself out in ministry. So much so that at one point he was so exhausted from doing ministry that he was asleep on a boat with his disciples during a severe thunderstorm, and this was no yacht, more like a large canoe. The blessing Jesus refers to is often a blessing that satisfies one’s soul. It’s a life blessing, not a big bank account. 

INTRODUCTION: How do you feel when you are approached at an intersection by someone who is begging?

Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.

OBSERVATION: Read Luke 6:38. What does it appear that Jesus is communicating to his disciples?
Spend about 5 – 7 minutes on this question.

Jesus is telling his disciples here that following him will result in a life that is totally willing to give. That is the first point, but to often we focus on the return we will get. Which then reveals our heart to be more about getting rather then giving. But Jesus is really trying to tell us here that giving one’s life away should be the desire of his followers. Whether they receive anything in return should not matter to a heart completely devoted to Jesus.

UNDERSTANDING: What are some ways that God blesses us when we bless him and others? Does God’s blessing strictly correspond to the manner in which we bless Him and others (i.e. money for money, time for time, encouragement for encouragement)?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.  

This passage in its context refers to the amount of grace God is willing to give. It uses the image of a measuring container into which as much grain as possible is packed, then it is shaken down and leveled so to pack even more grain in it. The goal is to get as much grain in it as possible, much like when we fill our cars with gas, we are sure to top it off as much as we can. Jesus continually topped off his life, by continually giving every aspect of it to people.

This passage gives us a great understanding about our God in that he is willing to continually give to us, or continually willing to top off our life. God wants to keep our glasses full of water, but he also tells us that how full it is will be based on how much you give as well. If we plant a few seeds, then we should only expect a few fruits and veggies. However, if we plant handfuls everywhere, then we get a whole orchard.

UNDERSTANDING: The Bible teaches that God will bless us when we give, yet for many of us giving is hard and many times requires constant energy and commitment. Why is this so hard for us and what is necessary to overcome it?

Jesus gave three years of his life to ministry, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. His disciples got to spend three whole years with him watching him and learning from him yet they constantly struggled to “get it.” However, in the book of Acts we see men who did “get it” and then they gave and gave and gave, and then result was world change that we are part of today, some 2,000 years later. 

APPLICATION: Think about this statement, “Money does not change people, it just reveals who they really are.” What are some practical ways we as individuals and as a Life Group can give more (money, time and resources)?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.

PRAY: Pray and ask God to help you grow to the place God desires for you to be in the area of giving, not only of your money, but also your time and resources.
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world. 

 Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for. 

 Sunday, June 26th – I Want to KNOW Lunch 

 Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event. 

 Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together. 

