Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ June 5th – 11th, 2011   


OVERVIEW: The children will learn how they can trust the Lord in all things!
PREPARATION: You will need index cards and markers, a bag of candy treats, and a Bible.
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 16-21; Proverbs 3:5-6
ICEBREAKER: Before the children arrive to their room, hide a bag of candy.  Write a simple clue and let the children go to where the clue leads.  Put another clue there which, in turn, leads to another clue.  Each clue leads to the next clue until it finally leads to the treasure (candy).  You can use about five or so clues.  When the children find the treasure, they can share it.

Say:  Wasn’t it fun to look for that treasure?  Everybody likes a treasure!  I wouldn’t call candy a real “treasure.”  What is something that you think is of great value, like a treasure?

READ:  “Where’s the Trust?” – on the other side



The Bible has a lot to say about money and trusting the Lord.  Listen as I tell this story – it can be found in the Gospel of Luke.
READ:  Luke 12: 16-21

Say:  You know…I heard a story one time about a very rich man who was proud of it!  His name was Richie Rich.  He said, “I worked hard for my money.  I have a good farm and lots of good crops.  All I need is more room to put them.”  Not once did he give thanks to God for blessing him with all he had. And not once, did he share his great wealth with any of the people in the town.

You see, there were other people in his small town who were poor and hungry, but Richie didn’t care.  He only cared about himself and never trusted in God. As a matter of fact, he had so much money that he could have helped everyone in the whole town and not missed one penny of his great wealth.  Richie was selfish and not interested in the condition of his fellow townsmen.  Richie said, “If I build more huge barns and put all my crops there, I could stop working all together and enjoy myself.  I would never run out of money and I could relax, sit back and take it easy.”  However, God spoke to Richie while he was sleeping that night.  He asked, “Are you satisfied with all you have gathered up and put in your barns?  You are a very foolish man, Richie, because tonight your life will end.  You have no family to give your wealth to and so the whole town is going to get it anyway.  What good is all your wealth now?”  

Say:  God does what to bless us more and more each day – but we have to learn to trust him, no matter what! Even when things seem the darkest that’s when the Lord can let his light so shine before others, that when they see us – they don’t see the stuff we own, they see the Jesus who lives inside us!.  
There was an Egyptian king named “King Tut” that requested that huge treasures of gold and jewels be buried with him so he could be just as rich after death as before his death!  How silly!  The Bible says that we should trust the Lord to take care of us and to direct us to do the right thing. Richie Rich wouldn’t listen to the Lord but instead trusted in himself. Every time you put your trust in someone or something other than the Lord, you are bound to mess up! God wants us to trust in Him…and give him thanks for all the great things he has done and all the great things he has blessed us with. 

Don’t be like Richie Rich – God wants us to save our money, but he also wants us to be generous and give 10% back to the Lord, so it can be used by the church to help others. The Lord also wants us to be happy with the things we do have – and not look for ways to get more and more and more things. When you put your trust in the Lord with all your heart, he will tell you the right way to go!
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ACTIVITY:  Choose one child to pretend to be the richest person in the whole world. Ask the children to name some of the things that this person would own…let them share their ideas:  lots of money; a mansion or a big house; a really cool car; a giant TV; a personal airplane, or gold or diamonds; race horses…let the children share. 





Now, tell the children that the richest person in YOUR story has great wealth – but in a different way – not like the things they mentioned earlier.





Have the children share again, but this time, have tem write down what they say on index cards; write down the things that really make someone rich!


good friends; knowing Jesus; their family; their pets; a great church, good health; peace; someone who loves them; etc. Place the index cards in the lap of the rich person.





Ask: You know the one thing that all the things you wrote down on these cards have in common? (Let the children guess) 


You can’t BUY any of them!





Read:  Matthew 6:19-23


Say:  Set your heart on things that matter most to God.  Your treasures on earth will one day get broken, get lost, or get old and get thrown away.  Treasures that you store up in heaven are waiting for you when you go home to be with the Lord.  Set your heart on those things.





Where’s the Trust?





Bible Memory Verse: 


“Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and He will direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6 NLT





RETURN:   Return to the Life Group and have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Explain that the children have been learning about what really makes someone rich. Have the children hold up the index cards they used earlier in the activity.  Have the Life Group read aloud the index card a child holds up.  The children will reply “Money can’t buy that!


The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.





“Where is the Trust?”











