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“Watermelon Blessing!”

OVERVIEW: The children will understand the blessing of giving freely!
PREPARATION: You will need light colored strips of construction paper. Write the Bible memory verse on them to help the children with their memorization. (If possible, provide fresh watermelon bites for a snack.)  You will also need your Bible.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 6:38
ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Have you ever eaten watermelon and seen who could spit their seeds the furthest?  

READ: “Kevin’s Watermelon Lesson”

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Why was Ben able to talk Kevin into eating the watermelon?  (Ben told Kevin he would bring him a whole one from his Uncle)
2. What did Kevin & Ben do with the watermelon seeds?  (They spit them out and then buried them.)
3. Why did Uncle Jim change his mind and give away 10 watermelons to the Mitchells? (Because he saw Ben’s willingness to give up his prize watermelon!)
BIBLE VERSE ACTIVITY:  Display the construction paper slip with the Bible Scripture printed on it.  Have the children take turns reading from it and trying to quote the scripture. Let them draw pictures of watermelon slices & enjoy a watermelon snack if possible.



“Hi, Mom, I’m home!” yelled Kevin as he raced into the kitchen after school. “I’m hungry.  What can I have for a snack?”  But there was no answer. Then he spied a note on the table in his mother’s handwriting. “I went to the store. Have milk and oatmeal cookies for a snack.  Save watermelon for dinner. I’ll be home by 4:00.  Love, MOM.”  

“I LOVE watermelon!” said Kevin as he opened the refrigerator door. Sure enough, there was a huge juicy slice of watermelon wrapped in plastic.  Nothing could look better on a hot afternoon than ice-cold watermelon.  Kevin stuffed a few of the oatmeal cookies into his mouth as he stood there staring at the watermelon.  The cookies were good, but they didn’t hit the spot!  He wanted watermelon, but Mom said to save it for dinner. “It’s a big slice,” thought Kevin. “I don’t think Mom would mind if I just had a tiny piece of it.” He got a knife, carefully cut a small piece, and popped it into his mouth.  It was so sweet and juicy.  It had to be the best watermelon he ever tasted!  Just then there was a knock on the back door.  “Oh, no, who could it be?” It was just his friend, Ben, from the next neighborhood down the road. “Hi, Kevin, what are you eating?” asked Ben. He had noticed the sticky juice on Kevin’s mouth and fingers.  


“Ummm~nothing!” said Kevin. “Let me see,” said Ben as he opened the refrigerator door. “Oh-watermelon! I LOVE watermelon! May I have some?” “No,” said Kevin, “My mom said to save it for dinner.  I only tasted a little bit of it.” “My Uncle Jim has a whole garden full of watermelons,” said Ben. “Let’s surprise your mom. We can eat this slice, and then I’ll bring you a whole watermelon from his garden – he won’t mind!” “Great idea!” said Kevin. Quickly they took the slice of watermelon out to the back porch steps and ate it, spitting the seeds on the ground.  Then Kevin got a shovel and they buried the seeds to hide them.  Just as they were finishing, Kevin heard his mother’s car pulling into the driveway.


“Oh, no, I’m in trouble now!” said Kevin.  “Ben, go get that watermelon and be back here quick!” So Ben ran off, around the corner and down the hill.  Kevin stayed outside, trying to hide in the bushes behind the house.  He heard his mother come into the kitchen, set down a bag of groceries and open the refrigerator door.  “Kevin, come here at once!” his mother called.  Slowly Kevin walked into the house.  “What happened to that watermelon slice I told you not to eat?  Didn’t you see my note?”  Kevin’s eyes filled with tears. “I’m sorry, Mom,” he said. “It looked so good… Ben came over and we ate it. He said he would bring back a whole watermelon…It was supposed to be a surprise…but he didn’t come back yet.”  

Ben never did come back that evening or the next or the next. Kevin’s dad came home, and they had dinner. The fruit salad didn’t taste as good without the watermelon. In fact, nothing tasted good to Kevin.  His mom had forgiven him for eating the watermelon, and he had promised to pay for it with his allowance money, but he still felt terrible.  He went to his room as soon as dinner was over. Then his dad knocked on the door and asked to talk to him.


“Is something wrong, Kevin?” he asked. “I noticed you didn’t eat much dinner.” Kevin told him the whole story about the watermelon. “I know I shouldn’t have eaten that watermelon,” said Kevin.  “I never should have let Ben convince me that we should eat it.” “Well, son, you did the right thing by telling your mother the truth, and offering to pay for another watermelon,” his dad said. That night, Kevin and God had a long talk…Kevin asked God for forgiveness and felt so much better the next morning when he woke up – but he sure did wonder where his friend Ben was…he never came back like he promised!

A few days later, Ben finally came back with the biggest, most beautiful watermelon Kevin and his parents had ever seen. 

“My goodness, Ben, where did you get that giant watermelon? That has to be the biggest watermelon we have ever seen,” said Kevin’s parents!
“Well, I was kind of saving it for the annual Watermelon Festival next week…I was going to enter it into a contest to see if I had grown the biggest watermelon in the whole town…but I cut it from the vine and brought it to you, Kevin, because keeping my word is more important than winning any old contest anyway. I should have never talked you into sharing that slice of watermelon with me in the first place.

“Wow, Ben, that is a HUGE sacrifice you made – Kevin was going to use his allowance and buy another regular one from the grocery store – you didn’t have to take your prize watermelon over here to us to enjoy.”


“Oh, yes I did…a promise is a promise.” Ben was barely able to carry that giant watermelon by himself, but he managed to carry it to the kitchen table. “Now, where is that knife, Mrs. Mitchell…I can’t wait to share it with you all.”
Just then, there was a knock at the back door. Standing there with a wheelbarrow full of beautiful bright green watermelons was Kevin’s Uncle Jim. He explained that he, too, wanted Ben to think about what he talked Kevin into doing and told his nephew that he couldn’t have any watermelons from his garden. When he noticed that Ben was willing to give up his prize watermelon to Kevin, that’s when his Uncle Jim realized that Ben had learned his lesson.
“Whoa there, fellow! Don’t be a ‘cutting that watermelon. You could win this year’s contest for the biggest watermelon in the town. When I saw how you were willing to give to Kevin your prize watermelon, I decided it was time to share from what I have – so here’s a whole wheelbarrow full of watermelons – what you’ve got here are 10 of the juiciest, most delicious watermelons is this town! Trust me! I KNOW watermelons!
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell were so impressed with how generous Ben AND his Uncle Jim were toward their family!

“The Bible says if you give to others, you will be given a full amount in return…so here you go!”

Everyone laughed and Dad did finally get a knife and cut up not one, but two of Uncle Jim’s watermelons for everyone to eat their full.

Suddenly, Kevin let out a yell as he looked out the back window. Everyone went to look! “What is it?” asked Ben, coming over to look.  Right outside the back door where Kevin and Ben spit their watermelon seeds were tiny little watermelon plants, sprouting from the seeds!

“Well, Ben…looks like you might have yourself a little competition in the watermelon contest next year!” Everyone had a good laugh!
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “If you give to others, you will be given a full amount in return.” Luke 6:38








RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and recite the Bible Verse with the help of the construction paper copy of the verse.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time. 





“Kevin’s Watermelon Lesson” 








