Kid’s Slot –May 8th – May 14th, 2011 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   
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 “Are You Wishing or Believing?” [image: image2.png]



OVERVIEW: The children will learn about the importance of persistent prayer and believing God.
PREPARATION: You will need a large bowl or basket, 10 pennies for each child, an envelope, and a birthday candle.  You will also need your NIrV Bible.
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Read on your own Mark 7:24-30; James 1:3
ICEBREAKER:  Let each child take a turn holding the birthday candle.  Ask them to share something they wished for before blowing out their birthday candles.
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Now, take out the pennies the children threw into the container and give each child back their 10 pennies.
Say:  Now, let’s offer God a “penny prayers of thanks” instead of making wishes. For each penny, say one thing you are thankful to God for… (offer these suggestions if they get stuck:  your family, friends, toys, teachers, house, for Jesus, for your church, for hearing our prayers, for taking care of us, for dying on the cross, for being there when we need Him…) 
Say: Thank you, Jesus, that you hear us every time we pray. Help us to keep believing and trusting you. Amen

ACTIVITY:  Place a large bowl or basket in the center of the room.  Have the children stand about 4 feet away.  Give each child 10 pennies.  Have them stand in a line and one at a time, throw one penny in the well, making a silent wish.  Then, the next child takes his turn to thrown one penny, until all the pennies are thrown into the well. 





Say: This bowl (basket) is our very own “Wishing Well.”  For each of your pennies, I want you to make a wish, and then toss the penny in the well.  Your wish is supposed to come true if your penny lands in the wishing well.  If your penny lands outside the well—don’t pick it up—just leave it.  You can wish for it again on your next turn.

















Return to the Life Group:  Collect the pennies and place them in the envelope.  Bring them with you to church on Sunday to place in the offering during Children’s Church.  





Upon returning to the Life Group Cell, have the children toss a few pennies into the wishing well basket/bowl, explaining that God doesn’t want us to “wish” for something, but He wants us to offer up the request in prayer. God always hears our prayers.  � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2481/3876835082_4843cb35cb.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Have them recite their Bible Memory Verse. The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.
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Bible Memory Verse: James 1:3 NIrV


“Your faith will be put to the test. You know that when that happens it will produce in you the strength to continue.”











After the kids have each tossed their 10 pennies, ask the following questions:





Did it make you happy when your penny landed in the container?


Did it make you sad when your penny didn’t make it?


How did you feel, when your penny missed, having to wish again and again for the same thing?


What’s the difference between a wishing well and a believing God through prayer?


Can a wishing well really HEAR and answer your wishes?  Why or why not?


Who is the ONLY person who can hear our prayers and answer them? (God)





Say:  There is a story in the Gospel of Mark about a woman whose little daughter needed a healing from Jesus. She interrupted a special gathering of Jesus and his friends at a house.  She fell at Jesus’ feet and begged him to heal her precious daughter. She kept on asking and kept on believing that Jesus could do it. And do you know what? He did…at that very moment. The woman rushed home to find her daughter completely healed…completely changed!





Was the woman just wishing for a miracle or believing God for a miracle? (Trusting and believing God)





Does God hear us when we pray to Him? (Yes…every time!)





Does God have to say YES to our prayer every time we pray? (No, sometimes God says “no” or “keep praying” – and sometimes He says “yes” – but he always answers.)





Is it ok to just give up praying if I don’t get an answer right away from God? (No, God wants us to grow our faith. When we are persistent and keep praying, we are building spiritual muscles to help us grow strong in our faith. That’s what the woman did, and Jesus rewarded her faith.)

















