Believe . . . for the Future!
Life Group Agenda for the week of May 29th though June 4th
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. This week, we are continuing our series titled, “Believe.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word.  This week’s truth to be shared: The future is determined by the choices we make today. One of those primary choices is regarding what we choose to believe.
“Just as there are physical paths that lead to predictable physical locations, there are other kinds of paths that are equally predictable.” (Andy Stanley)  
If you travel Interstate 10 (I-10) going east, it is inevitable that you will end up in Slidell, leading to Mississippi, on to Alabama and eventually Florida.  If you travel I-10 going west, it is inevitable that you will end up in Baton Rouge, leading to Lake Charles and eventually on to the great state of Texas!   When traveling in either direction on I-10, we are not surprised by our destination, but instead we expect to end up there.  
Why do we become surprised by the destinations we end up at in the non-geographical areas of our lives?  Why do we end up surprised at the amount of debt we have, after we have maxed out 10 credit cards?  Why do we end up surprised when our car breaks down, when we have not changed the oil in 5 years?  We have a tendency to live our lives as if life is a series of unrelated decisions, and somehow we will end up where we want to be simply by force of will or luck.

What you believe affects everything.  Everyday a series of choices are made leading down a specific past to a specific destination.  In the area of finances, every day choices are made leading you to eventually being debt free or drowning in debt.  Every day a series of choices are made leading you to eventually being physically fit or needing to improve in that area of your life.  Every day who you are and where you are in life are all determined by what you believe.   

INTRODUCTION: What is the funniest or craziest response you heard or read in regards to the end of the world prediction that just passed on Saturday the 21st?  
Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.
OBSERVATION: Read Mark 6:1-6.  Compare the crowd’s initial reaction to Jesus’ teaching to what their ultimate response and actions were, what observations do you have, and what significant role did faith play?  
Spend about 5 – 7 minutes on this question.

Initially the crowd was amazed at Jesus’ teaching, but then they began to question who Jesus really was.  They initially did not question the miracles and great wisdom found in Jesus’ teaching, until they began to question His origin.  Once they determined in their own minds that Jesus was a mere man, they then determined His teaching and miracles were no longer valid.  

UNDERSTANDING: Notice the crowd originally was amazed at all Jesus was teaching and doing, and then they began to question and talk themselves out of believing.  Has there been a time in your life when you knew a truth, but talked yourself out of believing, and what impact did it have?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.  
Many destinations in our lives are not where we want to end up (financial ruin, divorce, addiction, physical fitness, heartache, ect.), and often times we are able to recognize early on the small decisions the later lead us to these destinations.  It is important to learn to recognize the choices and actions taken early on, in order to avoid ending up where we don’t want to be.  Our claim of what we believe must be backed up by our actions.
UNDERSTANDING: How much more do you think Jesus desired to do when visiting His home town, and what principle or lesson can we learn from the people’s lack of faith and the impact it had on their lives and the lives of  others?
Jesus desired for people to find freedom through the truth in His teaching.  Jesus desired for more people to be healed, and for greater miracles to take place.  It was in response to the lack of faith exhibited by the crowd, that Jesus did not do all He desired.  Entire villages and towns have been impacted through Christ, but His hometown only had a few lives changed because of crowd’s lack of faith.

APPLICATION: Is there an area in your life where your actions are evidence that you struggle to have faith?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.
PRAY: Spend time praying for the areas where you need to believe, areas where you are struggling to have faith.  Pray also for the requests that you share with one another. 
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· Sunday, June 26th – I Want to KNOW Lunch 

· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.

· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
