BELIEVE . . for Victory Over Adversity!
Life Group Agenda for the week of May 22nd though May 27th  
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. This week, we are continuing our series titled, “Believe.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word.  This week’s truth to be shared: “We can have peace and victory in the midst of ‘storms’ as we learn to trust Jesus in and with our lives.”
Pastor Dennis says that “storms” (known as hard and difficult times) are a part of every day life.  He goes on to say that in life, you are either about to enter a storm, in the middle of a storm or just getting out of a storm in your life.  A universal part of every person’s life is that they will go through hard times and struggles throughout their life.  

Some believe that in the midst of difficult moments in life that true character is revealed and tested.  This can be equally applied to one’s relationships with God.  In the midst of life’s difficult moments, people will depend more on God or they will turn away from God.     

INTRODUCTION: What kind of person are you . . . a “storm chaser” (love to go outside or watch at the window) or one who hides or snuggles under a blanket when it is storming outside?
Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.

OBSERVATION: Read Mark 4:35-41.  Who is involved in this account, what circumstance are they in and how are they each reacting?
Spend about 5 – 7 minutes on this question.
With this question you want every person to be able to identify how the disciples were reacting in comparison to how Jesus was reacting while the storm was taking place. 
UNDERSTANDING: Why do you think the disciples were so afraid, even though Jesus was in the boat with them?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.  

By this time the disciples had seen Jesus perform many miracles in multiple people’s lives.  By this time the disciples had spent time under Jesus’ teaching, and experienced his ministry first hand.  Even with all of this “head” knowledge, and also first hand experience, when the disciples felt their lives were in danger, they questioned their safety.  

UNDERSTANDING: If you compare the reaction of the disciples in verses 38 and 41, you will see that what the disciples originally hoped for, was much less than what Jesus actually did.  Please share of a time in your life when you called out for God hoping for one thing, but God did more than you could have imagined?    
The disciples woke Jesus hoping He would help them take care of the boat and weather the storm for survival.  Much to the surprise of the disciples, Jesus calmed the storm completely, and took away everything they had to fear.  

APPLICATION: What “wind” and “waves” in your life or someone you love are you struggling with, and need Jesus to intervene and bring peace?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.

PRAY: Pray for what is going on in one another’s lives that were previously mentioned, along with any other prayer needs at this time.
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· June 10-11, “Laugh Your Way to a Better Marriage” conference will be taking place at our Metairie and St. Bernard Locations.

· Children’s Ministry Summer Camp- June 13-16.  Contact Julie Boudreaux for more information at julieb@celebrationchurch.org   

· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.
· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
