BELIEVE . . . for Provision!
Life Group Agenda for the week of May 15th though May 21st  
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. This week, we are continuing our series titled, “Believe.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word.  This week’s truth to be shared: “Preparation is the evidence that you believe something is about to happen.”
When we hear the word “provision” often times we think of our physical or financial needs being met.  Many times provision comes in monetary form, but how we position ourselves indicates how much we truly trust and depend on God. 
After hurricane Betsy it become common practice and was encouraged to keep an ax or hatchet in the attic of your home, so that you would not get stuck in your attic if the house flooded.  Fast forward a handful of decades, Hurricane Katrina came and went and many attics no longer had axes kept in them.  Many stopped preparing for another great flood, because many simply did not believe it could happen again.

Provision is not limited to monetary provision of needs, but includes the positioning of every area of our lives.  How we position our time, our possessions and money are all indicators of our faith and what we believe could happen.  

INTRODUCTION:  What is your favorite seafood restaurant both in the city and outside the city? 
Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.

OBSERVATION: Read Mark 6:31-44.  What role did the young boy play, what role did the disciples play and what role did Jesus play in this account?
Spend about 5 – 7 minutes on this question.

With this question you want everyone to see how the young boy brought all he had (5 loaves and 2 fish) and offered it for Jesus to use.  Jesus used the disciples to distribute the provisions to the 5,000 present.  Jesus Himself blessed what was brought, and performed a miracle of provision.  

UNDERSTANDING: How does the church (The Body of Christ) parallel or compare with this account?
Spend about 10-15 minutes on these two questions.  
With this question you want to draw comparisons in how God uses everyone in the Body of Christ in and for ministry.  As individuals, we each need to make ourselves available to be used by God and to fulfill the part God desires for us to play.

UNDERSTANDING: The boy left home that day with enough lunch for himself, and the people left their homes and towns with nothing but wanting to see Jesus.  The boy was used by God, and the people were seeking God, and both ended up spiritually and physically provided for.  What truth can we learn from this?
In life it is not about what we have or who we are, but instead is about the pursuit of God through Jesus.  When seeking God, we need to trust Him for both what we need and also what we already have.  

APPLICATION: Are there areas in your life that need to be repositioned in order to prepare to be better used by God? (Time, finances, relationships, possessions, interests)
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.

PRAY: For the needs of those in the group, and for each person to be in a position to be used by God and for needs to be provided for through God. 
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· Children’s Ministry Summer Camp- June 13-16.  Contact Julie Boudreaux for more information at julieb@celebrationchurch.org   

· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.
· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
