Believe . . . for change in others!
Life Group Agenda for the week of May 8th though May 14th 
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. This week, we are continuing our series titled, “Believe.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word.  This week’s truth to be shared: In order to grow in faith, our faith must be tested. 
Our society has become a society of comfort.  In just about every area of our lives, whether it is going out to eat, the vehicle we drive or the commute we make, we want things without hassle or having to wait.  A desire for comfort influences our church life too.  People complain about the comfort of chairs, taste of free coffee and whether or not the room temperature is suitable for them or not.  

People in our society do not want to be tested, but desire to get what they want-when they want it.  Over and over again the Bible shows us that God desires to test us in order to see what we are made of.  (Proverbs 17:3, Psalm 11:5; 26:2; 105:19, Judges 3:1; Jeremiah 9:7;)  James 1:3 reads, “for you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance.”
INTRODUCTION: Have you ever missed out on an opportunity, because you were not determined or persistent enough?
Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.

OBSERVATION: Read Mark 7:24-29.  What is your reaction to how Jesus initially responds to the woman and her request?  Why do you think Jesus initially responded the way He did?
Spend about 5 – 7 minutes on this question.

At first glance, it appears that Jesus is harsh and even calls the woman a dog.  During this time in history woman did not have the rights they do today, culturally this harsh response would seem natural, although in other passages Jesus treats women with a greater amount of respect than was common for that time in history.  Jesus’ response was to test the woman’s faith, and when she responded with persistence, Jesus acknowledged her faith and healed her daughter.    

UNDERSTANDING: In verse 24 we see that Jesus really wanted to be left alone, and that it was during dinner the woman approached Jesus concerning her daughter.  How do you think you would have responded in that situation, and what does Jesus’ response tell us about His character?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.  

Even though Jesus wanted to be left alone, he took time to listen to the woman and meet her needs.  God tested the women’s faith using truth; Jesus’ ministry was to the Children of Israel and not to the Gentiles, but because of His love, He embraced an opportunity to help her grow in faith and at the same time bring healing to the daughter.  
UNDERSTANDING: Have you ever felt God is ignoring you during a time of struggle or hardship?  What did you learn through that experience?
In order to grow in faith it must be tested.  Faith is not limited to our belief in whether or not God exists, but encompasses every area of our life.   Our finances, relationship, moral choices, boundaries and devotion to God and His Truth are all areas of faith that can be tested in our lives.  

APPLICATION: What are one or two areas in your life that you feel God could be trying to increase your faith? (For example: relationship with Jesus, health, finances, trust, healing or a specific circumstance.)
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.

PRAY: If you or someone you know are struggling with faith, ask God for opportunities to increase your/their faith, and then ask for the strength and determination to be faithful to God when those opportunities present themselves.
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· Saturday, May 14th – Leadership Summit beginning at 8:30AM

· Sunday, May 15th – I Want to KNOW Lunch 

· Friday, May 27th – Parents’ Night Out, contact Julie Boudreaux for more information at julieb@celebrationchurch.org 

· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.
· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
