Believe . . . for change!
Life Group Agenda for the week of May 1st though May 7th 
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

This week’s truth to be shared: Many people struggle with believing that the Lord cares about people and still works miracles in their lives; at Celebration we BELIEVE that Jesus is still in the people-loving, prayer-answering and miracle-working business.
Everyone knows someone who needs change in their lives.  Whether it is themselves or another person, everyone needs God to work and move in the circumstances they are facing.  

Sometimes people do not go to God with their problems, because they do not believe it will do any good.  The truth is “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8), and we can always turn to Him in difficult and seemingly impossible times in our lives. 
INTRODUCTION: On a scale of 1-10, how good are you when it comes to change?  Give an example.
Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.

Most people are not good with change; a smaller minority of people like change, and even thrive in new environments.  With this question you want to get people talking and thinking about change in their lives.  Whether it is change at work, rearranging the furniture around the house or even changes made in another area of their lives.  
OBSERVATION: Read Mark 5:21–42.  What were some similarities and differences between the synagogue leader and the woman who needed healing and their circumstances?
Spend about 5 – 7 minutes on this question.

Both the synagogue leader and the woman needed healing or healing for a family member.  While comparing and contrasting the two accounts, it is important to note that it was faith that was the primary common denominator for both healings.  Jesus said the woman’s faith made her well, and despite the servant dismissing Jesus after the daughter died, the synagogue leader and his wife followed Jesus into the little girl’s room in faith, and she was healed.  
UNDERSTANDING: Look at the different approaches the two main characters in this account took in ultimately receiving the healing they desired.  What stands out to you about each?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.  

The woman, driven by a combination of faith and desperation reached out to Jesus in the midst of the crowd.  It says the synagogue leader pleaded with Jesus.  Both had a sense of urgency and both had sense of desperation.  The woman desired healing after 12 years of illness, and the synagogue leader was desperate on behalf of the life of his daughter.  It is important that we go to God with a sense of urgency and not just a simple prayer request and give up. 
UNDERSTANDING: What was Jesus’ final response and declaration to the woman who touched his cloak?  Why is this significant?
When we receiving healing or provisions in our lives from God, the result is peace and to be free from suffering.  Illness and difficult circumstances in our lives can rob us of peace and freedom if we allow them, but through Christ we can have ongoing peace and ultimately freedom from whatever circumstances we are in.

APPLICATION: What is an area in your life that you are desperate to have a change take place?  If not you, is there someone you know and care about that urgently needs help and change in their lives?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.

PRAY: Take time to pray as a group for those who are in need of God to bring change and healing to the difficult or seemingly impossible circumstances you discussed.  
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· Saturday, May 7th – Daughters, Princesses and Warriors Fashion Show – Tickets on sale in the bookstore.

· Saturday, May 14th – Leadership Summit beginning at 8:30AM

· Sunday, May 15th – I Want to KNOW Lunch 

· Friday, May 27th – Parents’ Night Out, contact Julie Boudreaux for more information at julieb@celebrationchurch.org 

· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.
· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
