Believe . . . !
Life Group Agenda for the week of April 24th though April 30th
This week’s truth to be shared: DOUBT IS SOMETHING THAT EVERYONE STRUGGLES WITH AT SOME TIME IN LIFE.   

When doubt is used as a verb it is defined as: to be uncertain about, to be questionable or unlikely, hesitate to believe, to distrust.  Sometimes we have doubts related to our society, situations in life, significant relationships, spiritual leaders, ourselves or even with God.  

Doubt by itself is not a problem, but when we allow doubt to influence and rule in our lives, it can rob us of joy, peace and a sense of purpose for our lives.  

As Christians, the opposite of doubt is faith.  When we have faith, we no longer have to question or feel uncertain because we know God is in control.  When we have faith, we do not have to hesitate to believe, because God has never failed in keeping a promise.  When we have faith, we can trust God, because God is the source of our truth and love.  

INTRODUCTION: What is a story or statement someone has ever told you that you found hard if not impossible to believe?  Was it a truth or a lie, and how did you know for sure?

Allow 5 – 7 minutes for this question.

Everyone has been lied to at some point in their lives, but many have also heard a statement or story that they initially doubted as being truth, but was later shown how or why it was true.  We want people to begin thinking about times when they have doubted, both with good reason and also when they should have believed. 

OBSERVATION: Read John 20:24-31.  According to the passage, what are the apostles different responses to the news of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead?  What do you think are some of the circumstances that influenced their responses at that time?  

Spend about 5 – 7 minutes on this question.

The religious leaders of the time had rallied the people against Jesus, and the disciples were known as His followers.  The disciples did not know if they were next to be arrested and if their lives were in danger.  The disciples had also seen Jesus on the cross.  All the evidence seemed to be against the possibility of Jesus being alive, so it is understandable that Thomas was adamant that he was not going to believe Jesus has risen from the grave even though the combined testimony of the other disciples said that Jesus was alive.  

UNDERSTANDING: Belief or faith takes action.  One cannot claim to believe and not have action to back it up.  What are some examples from your life when God asked you to take a step of faith where at first you doubted, and what was the end result?

Spend about 10 minutes on this question.  

We want people in the group to remember and share with others of times when they doubted, and God provided and worked despite their doubt.  

UNDERSTANDING: What was the end result for Thomas and the other disciples believing Jesus was raised from the grave?

Ultimately their faith led to action.  After Jesus visited the disciples they all began proclaiming boldly of Jesus as the risen Savior and Messiah.  Their first hand experience gave them the boldness to proclaim to others, and it was this faith and belief that changed their lives.  Ten of the 12 disciples all were later martyred for their faith and thousands of others have done so even to our present time.  

APPLICATION: What are some areas in your life that you are struggling to believe in?  What are some steps of faith that you need to take in your life?
Spend about 10 minutes on this question.

PRAY: Take time to pray with and for the group that God will help overcome any doubt or disbelief and for each individual to walk in faith.
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

· Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
· Saturday, May 7th – Daughters, Princesses and Warriors Fashion Show – Tickets on sale in the bookstore.

· Saturday, May 14th – Leadership Summit beginning at 8:30AM

· Sunday, May 15th – I Want to KNOW Lunch 

· Friday, May 27th – Parents’ Night Out, contact Julie Boudreaux for more information at julieb@celebrationchurch.org 

· Don’t stop… SERVE LIKE CRAZY, plan your Life Groups next serve event.
· Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
