
RIGHT PLACE
John 12:26
This week’s truth to be shared: REAL SERVANTS ARE FOCUSED ON FOLLOWING JESUS.
Jesus shared these words with His disciples as they met at tragic crossroads in their own lives, and indeed in the history of the world. As Jesus entered Jerusalem, he was welcomed as a celebrated hero. One might envision the sort of welcome received by the New Orleans Saints at their Super Bowl victory parade. This was the height of Jesus’ popularity among the Jewish people. Surely His disciples felt vindicated. A triumphant hero is much easier to follow than an outcast.

Jesus was being sought out by Greek Jews who had travelled to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration. They were certainly enticed by Jesus’ popularity among the common people, and even more so by His hostility towards the traditional Jewish aristocracy. Greek Jews were themselves outsiders, not entirely accepted or trusted by ethnic Jews. They surely saw in Jesus a strong potential ally. 
A lesser man might have been spoiled by the admiration and praise. Yet Jesus knew that the conclusion of His mission would test His followers’ resolve greater than ever before. They had stood by His side as He cast out demons, healed the blind and the sick, and even raised the dead to life. But Jesus knew that the road before Him was not nearly as glamorous as the one behind Him. He understood that the coming days would test His servants’ ability to follow Him. 

A recent poll suggested that 94% of people in New Orleans identify themselves as Christians. But after spending one day in our city, it will be clear that much fewer than 94% understand what it means to follow Jesus. Becoming real servants of Jesus means we have to focus on following Him.
1. INTRODUCTION: What people have most significantly impacted your life? In what ways have they shaped your life?
:Allow 5-7 minutes for people to respond to this question.
This should be an easy question and encourage everyone to answer. Have people elaborate on their answers - If they say ‘attentiveness’ - make them give an example of something they would do that would exemplify attention in a table server.
2. OBSERVATION: Read John 12:26. What does Jesus say His disciples must do? What will happen if they do this?
Spend about 5-7 minutes discussing this observation.
The answers to this question ought to be fairly cut and dry. Jesus said that His disciples must be willing to follow Him. If the follow Him, they will be honored by the Father. This is important because we will discuss later what exactly it means to follow Jesus, and how the Father honors us when we do.
3. UNDERSTANDING: How do you feel about the term “follow?” Do you prefer to follow or to lead? Do you think the world in general prefers followers or leaders?
Spend about 10 minutes on these questions
Our world does not celebrate the people who take orders, but those who give them. Following is often (albeit inappropriately) viewed as the opposite of such virtues as creativity, independence, and strength. On the contrary, followers of Jesus are often better acquainted with strength and other virtues than the rest of the world.
4. UNDERSTANDING: What is the difference between a “casual Christian” and a follower of Jesus? What activities demonstrate that someone is a follower of Jesus?
Our weekend sermon mentioned 3 specific activities that should be mentioned here – learning from the Lord, obeying the Lord, and trusting the Lord. These are 3 specific distinctive of a follower of Jesus.
5. APPLICATION: What are some ways we can follow the Lord? How can we learn from, obey, and trust the Lord? Does following the Lord involve one of these activities, or all 3?
Following Jesus involves all 3 activities. When you think about it, they’re all related. You can’t obey and trust the Lord, unless you’ve learned some things about Him. You can’t learn about Him, unless you trust Him and obey Him. 
6. APPLICATION: Last week we discussed the people in our lives we can serve. How did you serve them this week? How is God wanting to use you to work in their lives? In what ways will you need to learn from, obey, and trust God in order to accomplish this?
Perhaps here people will need to recognize that God wants to use them in challenging ways. Here are some possible ways God might want to use somebody
· To show someone God’s love

· To share their faith

· To accept them

· To befriend them

Here are some potential ways we will need to learn from, obey, and trust God

· Take a class on sharing the Gospel (The Share Class)

· Discover giftedness and calling (SHAPE)

· Write somebody a card or give them a gift

· Ask someone to get coffee, where you can then share your faith or offer them encouragement/friendship

PRAY: Take time to pray with the group that God would enable you to handle your daily and routine lives with the eyes and ears of a servant. Looking and Listening for opportunities to follow the Lord, learning from Him, obeying Him, and trusting Him. 
Let everyone know that they will report on who and how God is wanting to use them in the lives of others, and what it will take to accomplish this.

