Kid’s Slot ~ April 17th – 24th, 2011
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 “Well Done” 
OVERVIEW: The children will learn how to live a life of serving others by using their time, talents, testimonies and treasures to make a difference in the world!
PREPARATION: You will need paper and pencils for the children and your NIV Bible.
BIBLE VERSE: Matthew 25:14-21

ICEBREAKER: If you could do anything in the world and it wouldn’t cost you one penny…what would you do?
Read: Matthew 25: 14-21
Here is what the kingdom of heaven will be like. A man was going on a journey. He sent for his servants and put them in charge of his property. 15 He gave $10,000 to one. He gave $4,000 to another. And he gave $2,000 to the third. The man gave each servant the amount of money he knew the servant could take care of. Then he went on his journey. 

 16 "The servant who had received the $10,000 went at once and put his money to work. He earned $10,000 more. 17 The one with the $4,000 earned $4,000 more. 18 But the man who had received $2,000 went and dug a hole in the ground. He hid his master's money in it. 

 19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned. He wanted to collect all the money they had earned. 20 The man who had received $10,000 brought the other $10,000. 'Master,' he said, 'you trusted me with $10,000. See, I have earned $10,000 more.' 

 21 "His master replied, 'You have done well, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
Say: I like this story because it really helps me to understand the heart of God. You see, each one of us has been given something special that we can do to help people know more about Jesus. God has given you abilities and talents that he doesn’t want you to “bury” these talents in the ground; like the last man did…he wants you to USE them to point people to Jesus, to bless others. The more faithful you are to use your talents, the more the Lord will give you to bless others. 

No matter how old you are, you are special to God! He wants to use you to help others know more about Jesus. You may be good at helping people; you may be good at telling people about God’s love; you may be good at praying faithfully for others; you may be good at encouraging someone who is sad; you may be good at singing or playing the piano or guitar. If God has blessed you with these special gifts – why in the world would you NOT use them to bless others? 

I heard a story about a young boy who was given a beautiful treasure box by his grandfather. He would admire it and show all his friends just how beautiful it was – but he would never take the key and open it up to see what his grandfather put inside. When his friends would ask him, he would say, “I’m saving it for when I get older to see what is inside.” You know, that boy got busy with life, lost the key and completely forgot about that treasure box. I wonder what was in that box…I guess we’ll never find out. 
But you, too, have been given a special talent or treasure by the Lord…don’t keep it locked up in a box like the boy did or bury it in the ground like the man did…use it for God’s glory…use your treasure to bless others! You’ll be glad you did!

Activity:   Have the children make a list of some of the things they are really good at – and ways they can use those special talents to bless others! Bring the list with you when the children return to the Life Group. Talk about the Westbank Outreach on April 16th – let the children who participated share what they did and how wonderful it was to bless others by using their talents that God gave them.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “You have done well, good and faithful servant…come and share your Master’s happiness.” Matthew 25:21
RETURN: Have the children return to the Life Group. The adults then welcome back the children and give the children their full attention. The children’s leader will explain how every Christian, especially children, have been called to use their gifts and talents to help others.  Let the children share some of the ways they wrote down on their list. Explain to the adults that the children are ready to join in…and “Serve Like Crazy.” Have the children recite their Bible verse. The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.
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What gifts and talents are in YOUR treasure box?
