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 “Let Your Light Shine”
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that when they let their light shine, it will point people to Jesus.
PREPARATION: You will need a flashlight; a dark sock; a small ball or bean bag; copies of the flashlight picture found on this Kid’s Slot for every child or let the children draw their own from the copy; markers; your NIrV Bible and the Children’s Notebook. 

BIBLE VERSE LESSON: Matthew 5:16
ICEBREAKER: Have you ever had to use a flashlight in the dark? When the lights went out? At a sleepover; Going camping; or just for fun? Ever notice how bright the light shines when it’s dark…and how dim the light shines when the lights are on?
Say:  Jesus told us that He was the light of the world.  He came to bring the light of truth so all people could see what was evil and what was good. Those of us who know Jesus as the boss of our lives have that same light inside us too. The reason that Jesus put his light in us is so that when people see us, they see Jesus! Our light will point people back to Jesus!

Light? I don’t have a light…what do you mean? Well…I don’t mean you swallowed a flashlight – by saying you are the “light of the world” I mean that when you say and do things that honor Jesus, it makes people want to know more about Jesus and his Father in heaven.
People that do or say bad things don’t want others to know about it…they like their choices to be hidden in the darkness of sin. If you did something wrong, would you want all your friends to know every detail? Most likely, you would feel badly for the thing you said or did wrong and not be very proud of it. Nope…you certainly don’t want to be in the spotlight when you’ve done something wrong!

But…if you do what is right and good, you certainly don’t mind everyone seeing you or having the light turned on.  It makes you proud to do the things Jesus did. When people see your good choices, it simply makes them think of Jesus…he is the LIGHT and we have his light in us…pointing others to him. 
When a boy or a girl chooses the light, then Jesus turns on the power in their life and you get to shine for him.  (Take your flashlight and turn it on…turning off the lights in the room). 

Jesus is like light to show us the truth so we will not sin.  When we walk in truth our light shines to help others find their way to Jesus.

What if we sin…what happens to our light? (Take the dark sock and place it over the flashlight). Your light isn’t off – but it is dimmed, when sin covers over your light. 

Matthew 5:16 says, “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.”

ACTIVITY: Let It Shine!
Sit in a circle on the floor. As the children gently throw the ball to each other, ask them to think of one way they can let their lights shine for Jesus. Here are some examples
· Show good manners/please and thank you/yes sir/ma’am

· Let someone else go before you/take a turn first

· Doing chores around the house without complaining

· Pick up litter around church or at school without being asked to

· Write a letter to one of our missionaries

· Do a random act of kindness

· Be a peacemaker with your brother and/or sister

Bible Memory Verse: 
"In the same way, let your light shine in front of others. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will praise your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
Craft: Let the children color the copies you have made of the flashlight – or let them draw their own. Have them write “Matthew 5:16” on the flashlight as a reminder to let their light shine for others to see Jesus in them. Let them display their flashlights in their room.
RETURN: Let the children recite their Bible verse. Bring the flashlight with you and let the children share some of the ways they can let their lights shine for Jesus. Pray for the April 16th serving projects on the Westbank. The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.
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