Serve Like Crazy Kid’s Slot #3 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
April 3rd – April 9th, 2011
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:




 “Let ‘Em Have It!”

OVERVIEW: Children will learn that real servants of the Lord are using their gifts and abilities to serve God by serving others.
PREPARATION: You will a stack of index cards; pencil or pens for each child; In advance, write each of these numbers on an 6 different index cards: 6=Body; 5=Legs; 4=Arms; 3=Eyes; 2=Mouth; 1=Heart. You can use a dice, with each number on the die represented by a the body part listed above; your NIrV Bible and the Children’s Notebook. 

BIBLE VERSE LESSON: Romans 12:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-5
ICEBREAKER: If you had as much money as you wanted, what kind of gifts would you give to your family and your best friend?  (Let the kids share.)

But if you didn’t have a lot of money, could you still give your family and best friend gifts? [Explain that some of the best gifts that we can give others don’t cost a penny!] (Cheering them up when they are sad; giving them a hug; making them a get-well card;  telling them you love them; offering to do a job or help them with a tough job; clean up the dishes after dinner; teach your little brother or sister how to play the new video game; folding the laundry; )

Read: Romans 12:4-8

Say:  The Holy Spirit has given us each our own special way of serving God. It is our gift given to us so we can give it back to God by serving others. Not everyone can serve God the same way, but everyone can serve. One gift is not more important than another gift.  They all are needed in God’s family.  
Some people have a special talent that can use to really help others….maybe they are really good at cutting the grass or sweeping; maybe they read really well and can read a story to their little brother or sister while Mom/Dad fixes lunch; maybe they are good at cheering people up when they are sad. Some people are good at painting or fixing things. Isn’t it wonderful that the Lord made each of us differently, so we can serve others together….each with our own special gift and ability?
Listen to this story:
There was once a body that wanted to serve the Lord with everything in them. They knew that by doing that, they would find true happiness.
The head said to all the other parts of the body, “Let’s all work together so that we can be a perfect body and serve the Lord together!”  But, some of the parts said, “I decided that I want to be the legs now, so I can walk to church – I’m tired of being just a plain old elbow.”  
The feet said, “I don’t want to be the feet and walk to church with the legs…no one will notice me and my feet will hurt after a while. I want to be the heart, because that’s the most important part to be.” 
The heart said, “I’m already the heart.  Why don’t you be the stomach?” The stomach said, “Well, then good! I want to be the fingers, because I want to learn how to play a guitar, so I can make music for worshipping Jesus, if someone else wants to be the stomach! 
Then the eyes said, “I like being the eyes because I get to see everything.”  But the ears said, “Well, we want to be eyes, too. Who wants to be boring old ears, anyway?”  
Well, the neck said they wanted to be the mouth because they like to talk and eat. 
Finally, the brain had had enough! STOP!!! What a crazy mixed up body we would be if everyone was the same! Do you think that the body could do a good job at anything? We all need to do what God has gifted us and given us talents to do! We don’t need to switch with someone else – we just need to use what we have – it’s just as important as any other part of the body.
You see, every part of a body is important because each part has the gift to be able to do that job well.  The church is like a body.  It is made up of different people with different gifts. The Holy Spirit gives us gifts, which help us to serve God in the very best way we can.
Some of the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives us are:
The gift of teaching: (being able to tell others about the truth of God and his word)

The gift of serving: (helping other people; doing things for others)

The gift of giving: (giving money freely to help others)

The gift of encouragement: (saying just the right thing at the right time)

The gift of mercy: (being kind to someone even when they are wrong)

Say: You may also have special talents that you can use to help serve others. Don’t just talk about it or wish you had another gift or talent, USE IT TO HELP OTHERS!!!
ACTIVITY: Cooties!

Give each child an index card.  Have them draw a “head” in the center of the card. Put the index cards that you have prepared earlier with the numbers 1 - 6 face down on the floor (or use the dice).  Children will choose a card and draw the body part that the number represents.  If a child already has the body part(s) they need when they choose a number, then he/she has to pass for that turn.

6=Body; 5=Legs; 4=Arms; 3=Eyes; 2=Mouth; 1=Heart 

Keep choosing cards (or rolling the dice) until someone has a complete body, with all the parts:

A Complete Body will have these parts:

1 Body; 4 Legs; 2 arms; 2 eyes; 1 mouth; 1 heart

If you have time, you can play the game once again and keep filling in the body parts as you take a turn…some children may end up with 4 eyes, 3 arms; 2 mouths, etc. Talk about how silly a body would look if there were 4 eyes or 3 arms, etc.
Say: Just like with this game, the church body has different gifts to be used for God.
Ask: Can you think of some ways you can use your special gifts and talents to help others? Give the children an index card so they can begin to make a list of ideas and a list of their gifts and talents.
Say: Isn’t it wonderful the way God puts together the body of the church with spiritual gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit?  Let’s pray and thank God for all He does for us.  Write down prayer requests in the Children’s Notebook.

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: 1 Corinthians 12:4-5
“There are different kinds of gifts. But they are all given by the same Spirit. There are different ways to serve. But they all come from the same Lord
RETURN: Let the children recite their Bible verse. Have someone read some of the gifts and talents they have noticed in themselves and ways they can use them to serve others. Pray for the April 16th serving projects on the Westbank. The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.
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