Serve Like Crazy Kid’s Slot #1 

Mar. 19th – Mar. 26th, 2011
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 “May I Serve You?”

OVERVIEW: Children will learn what it means to be a servant.

PREPARATION: You will need a snack (cookies, grapes or candy, etc. for every child) a blindfold, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: John 2:1-11 and Matthew 20:28
ICEBREAKER: Ask:  What was the strangest thing that your mom or dad ever asked you to do?  Did you do it?

READ: “DO WHAT?” Bible Story 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. Where were Jesus and His disciples invited?  (a wedding)
2. Who else was invited?  (Mary, Jesus’ mother)
3. What happened at the wedding?  (the bride and groom ran out of grape drink)
4. What did Jesus do?  (He became a servant and helped the young couple)
5. What happened to the water? (Jesus turned the water into grape drink)
6. But Jesus wasn’t one of the servants at the wedding, he was a guest. Why would he do what a servant would do? (Because he cared for the young couple; because he didn’t mind making himself a servant and doing what his mother asked of him to help serve others.)
LIFE APPLICATION:  (Encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)

The command that Jesus gave to the servants probably seemed strange to them. I’m sure the disciples also thought it was strange to see Jesus serving instead of being served at the wedding.
1. If you were one of the servants, what do you think you would be thinking?

2. Why do you think that Mary thought Jesus could do a miracle?

3. Mary told the servants “Whatever He says to you, do it.”  Why do you think she told them that?

Let the children share of a time when they served others and how good it made them feel; and how it helped others.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Be like the Son of Man [Jesus]. He did not come to be served. Instead, he came to serve others. Matthew 20:28
ACTIVITY/GAME:  “LISTEN UP”
Choose a child to close his eyes or you can use a blindfold.  Place one of the snacks somewhere in the room.  Choose another child to direct that child to where the treat is, just by giving verbal directions.  When the child locates the snack, he can take off the blindfold and the game can be repeated until everyone has had a turn. Keep playing until everyone has had a turn:
Say:  Just like following my directions to find your snack, God has blessings in store for you if you listen to Him.  God wants us to show others we love them by serving them…but first, we must listen to Jesus and do what he says!  Will you listen and do what Jesus says? 
Say: As a Life Group, we will be serving the people on the Westbank together on April 16th. We’re going to be doing things together to help others in the community…check with your parents for all the details and let’s JUST DO IT!
RETURN:  Return to the Cell Group and have the children share their Bible memory verse.  Choose two children to play the game “Listen Up” again, explaining that when we listen to God, He has great blessings for us because of our obedience, as we serve others. The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.
“DO WHAT?”

One day, Jesus, his mother and his disciples were invited to a wedding of a young couple.  They were enjoying themselves with the rest of the guests and having a wonderful time. Suddenly, one of the servants realized that the bride and groom and run out of the grape drink they were drinking. This was embarrassing to the family who invited the guests.  In fact, it was such a bad thing to happen, that it was thought if something like this went wrong at your wedding, you marriage wouldn’t last very long. 
Mary, Jesus’ mother, went to Jesus and said, “They have run out of the grape drink.”  Jesus said, “Why do you want me to get involved?  My time has not come.”  Jesus meant that he wasn’t ready to reveal who he was (the Messiah) and begin his public ministry. Mary then told the servants, “Whatever He says to do, do it!”


At the wedding there were 6 very, very large stone water pitchers filled with water, so the wedding guests could wash their face and hands. This was a custom of the Jewish people.  Each pot held about 25 gallons of water….25 gallons would be as much as 25 cartons of milk! Jesus knew the importance of this wedding and not wanting the young couple to be embarrassed for running out of something to drink, Jesus decided he would listen to his mother, and become a servant, himself, so he could serve others.
Jesus told the men to “fill all 6 of the water pitcher with water and take some of the water out and bring it to the headwaiter in charge of the wedding reception.”  I’m sure the servants wondered who this man Jesus was, but that didn’t stop them from obeying. They didn’t open up their mouths, but went straight to the headwaiter and did exactly what Jesus told them to do. When the headwaiter tasted the water, which Jesus turned into the delicious grape drink, he was amazed and wondered from where this delicious drink came. He didn’t know, but the servants who filled those 6 large pitchers did. The delicious grape drink came as a miracle from the hands of Jesus…who became a servant to serve others.
The headwaiter immediately went to the bride and groom and let them taste the marvelous grape drink. “Everyone usually serves the good grape drink first, and when it is gone, they begin to serve the left over grape drink last.  But you have saved the best grape drink for last.”  This was the first of many, many miracles that Jesus performed.  His disciples began to understand His glory as the Son of God when they saw the miracles. 
Why would Jesus bother to concern himself about this couple? Because he cared…because he didn’t mind becoming a servant so he could serve others, as an example to us.  Although Jesus had never done a miracle before going to the wedding, His mother knew that Jesus had wisdom like no other man and as the Son of God, could perform any miracle.  She also knew that Jesus came to serve others…and that’s what he did at the wedding that day. He saved a marriage…and that was important of enough reason for Jesus!
So the next time the Lord tells you to do something that you don’t understand, that might seem a little strange, that you think is a little below what you are used to doing, don’t try to figure out why it needs to be done or how it can be done, JUST DO IT!  When you do, you and those around you will be blessed! Jesus wants us to serve others. When you serve others, you will be showing others that you care about them and their needs. How can you serve others? You can show others that you love and care about them by doing things like helping with:

Washing their car; picking up the trash inside of it
Doing lawn work; sweeping, raking, weeding the garden 

Doing chores around the house; folding clothes; mopping
Cooking a meal and then helping to clean up afterwards
Bringing someone a cold bottle of water or a snack

Picking up your brother or sister’s things for them
This week, let’s all see if we can serve someone we know and love by picking something off this list and serving them….like Jesus did that day! It will encourage them and make them feel very loved…Jesus showed us, by his example, how to be a servant. Like the servants in the story, let’s follow Jesus, the ultimate servant, and
JUST DO IT!






