
Just Do It

Romans 12:6-11

This week’s Truth to be Shared: Real Servants are using their Gifts and Abilities to Serve God by Serving Others

The Bible teaches that God has given everyone spiritual gifts which they are to use to serve the rest of the Body of Christ. Through this process both the Church and the individual Christian grow into God’s intended plan for their lives. 

It is our responsibility to help one another discover, develop and employ our gifts into actions of service within our church. Different people have different gifts which are implemented into the body in unique ways.

We know from the Bible that each one of us has been given a spiritual gift (1 Cor. 12:7), that we are to use it to serve with great passion (Rom. 1:9), and that we have the responsibility put our God-given abilities to work for the sake of the Kingdom of God (1 Tim. 4:14-15).

The Church can not and will not fulfill God’s best plan for it if the people which make it up don’t put into play the talents, gifts and abilities they have been given to serve the Body of Christ. For someone to withhold their gifts and talents from the Body of Christ is selfish and cancerous and will bring about its ultimate demise and destruction.

We need everyone to give their best to the Kingdom, if the Kingdom is going to be its best. 

When we give our money to the church its called tithes and offerings, but when we give our time its called serving one another. 

1. INTRODUCTION: What is a gift, talent, skill or ability that you wish you had?

Allow 5-7 minutes for this question

The idea is to get everyone talking. Its often times easier to identify what we don’t have rather than what we do have. The purpose is to identify talents and abilities because the reality is everyone can use their skills to serve the Lord. Not just singing, but even skills like cooking, cleaning, mechanic & construction skills, typing, writing and sewing can be used to glorify God and serve others.

2. OBSERVATION: Read Romans 12:6-11. Why is using your abilities to serve the Lord and Others so important? What is the alternate option to serving the Lord enthusiastically?

Spend about 5-7 minutes for this question

The Lord clearly lays out in this passage 3 truths you want everyone in the group to realize. 1) God has given everyone an ability to do certain things well. Its important to know what this is. 2) We have a responsibility and an expectation from God to use these things we do well to serve one another. Its how we show we love others. 3) Many folks will fail to do this out of laziness and miss out on serving the Lord the way he desires.

3. Understanding: What are the gifts, talents and special abilities that God has given you? How can you use these to advance, bless, serve and give to the Kingdom of God and all who belong to it?

Spend about 10 minutes on these questions

We want people to take time to identify the gifts that God has given them. They need to name them specifically. You might need others in the group to help people find out what they do well. Brainstorm together how you might use these talents and skills to serve the Kingdom and others. Think outside the box. No idea is a bad idea.

3. Understanding: What does it look like when we just pretend to love others instead of really loving them? Why do you think the Apostle Paul ties ‘pretend loving’ to the responsibility of using our God-given abilities to serve others and the Kingdom?

Oftentimes people say we love one another, but the Apostle Paul is saying that when we don’t use our gifts and talents to serve others and the Kingdom we are only pretending to love others. If we really loved them there would be no way we would neglect our God given skills, talents and abilities.

4. Application: What’s it gonna take for you to put your gifts, talents and abilities to work for the sake of the Kingdom of God and serving others in the Body of Christ? Specifically.

Spend about 10 minutes on these questions

We want people to develop a plan for how they are going to use their gifts and talents to serve the Lord. Instead of walking away just knowing what they ‘need’ to do, we want you to take time during the meeting developing a game plan of how they can get involved in the work of the Lord.

PRAY: Pray that God would empower and enlighten you to implement this spiritual growth plan through serving others. Accept the God-given abilities that you have been chosen to manage and allow your eyes to see ways and places where you can use them. 

PROMOTE: Use this time to promote our upcoming Westbank Chruch-Wide Outreach Day on Saturday April 16th. We need to mobilize 1000 of our people to serve God and others on the Westbank on that day. Promote the specific projects and how your group can get involved together. 

