
Get Ahead

Matthew 20:26-28

This week’s truth to be shared: BECOMING A SERVANT IS THE KEY TO BECOME SIGNIFICANT IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

Jesus lays out a clear plan to we are to follow if we are to pattern our lives after His. The context of the 20th chapter of Matthew is that Jesus has just been approached by the Mother of James and John. She has asked Jesus to promise her that her two boys will be seated on Jesus’ right and left in heaven - places of honor. 

This was a sort of last request from Mrs. Zebedee because Jesus had just told the 12 apostles that they were heading to Jerusalem where he would be handed over to die. Like any good mother she wanted to make sure her boys had the upper-hand when it came to getting honor from the Lord. 

Jesus respected her since she asked respectfully but he quickly responded by saying this was not something he had the right to offer. Only the Father could make this decision.

When the other Apostles heard about this the Bible says they were infuriated and began to argue with one another. Jesus quickly gathered them and explained to them they were acting like the world - and His followers were not to act in that way. They would be different. 

If anyone wants to be great - he must serve others. We don’t need a robe to show our authority, instead we need a towel to show our humility and gratitude. 

Do we have the attitudes of servants? Do we have the ambition of servants? Jesus did, and if we claim to live our lives in his name, then we should be willing to do the same. Greatness comes from positioning ourselves below someone, not positioning ourselves above someone.

1. INTRODUCTION: Describe what you look for in a Good Waiter/Waitress in a restaurant - Then describe what happens when you have a bad Waiter/Waitress.

:Allow 5-7 minutes for people to respond to this question.

This should be an easy question and encourage everyone to answer. Have people elaborate on their answers - If they say ‘attentiveness’ - make them give an example of something they would do that would exemplify attention in a table server.

2. OBSERVATION: Read Matthew 20:26-28. What does Jesus say it takes to become great among other people? What does Jesus say it takes to become first amongst others? Jesus gives a reason why he came to the world - what is it? 

Spend about 5-7 minutes discussing this observation.

As people are answering challenge them to define what it means to be a servant and what it means to be a slave. Ask anyone to give examples from Jesus’ life  when he carried out his plan to serve others instead of being served.

Examples would include

John 13: 1-17 - Jesus washes the disciples feet

Philippians 2:5-11 - Jesus gave up his rights and became a slave

John 2:1-11 - Jesus turned Water into Wine

Matthew 8:5-13 - Jesus heals the servant of the Roman Centurion

Mark 3:1-6 - Jesus heals on the sabbath because he is a servant

3. UNDERSTANDING: What is the world’s way of working your way to the top? How do you know when someone is an authority or in charge? Have you ever known someone who abused their authority?

Spend about 10 minutes on these questions

Jesus said the world ‘lords’ their authority over others. You want people to describe a boss, parent, teacher or leader who treated people poorly. Did those people epitomize service? Of course not. They were the opposite of servants. Jesus lays out a different method that works a whole lot better.

3. UNDERSTANDING: Describe what it means to be a servant of someone else? How does a slave respond to other people’s problems and requests? 

We want people to identify the  the result of living your life as a servant - how are people going to view you? Jesus had many people who viewed him with animosity because he was a servant, but this was because of their own issues. We must be concerned primarily with how God views us - and to be significant in the Kingdom will require for us to be a servant

4. APPLICATION: Describe a time when you served someone else? How did that experience make you feel? 

Here we are trying to get people to identify that Jesus’ way of serving will satisfy us because it is who he created us to be. Jesus was a servant, and we are created in his image - therefore we cannot be fulfilled and satisfied in life until we are serving others. Love is an action word - a service word. Love rolls up its sleeves and wades into messes it did not make.

4. APPLICATION: Who is someone in your life you need to do a better job of serving? What is one thing you can do this week to show them you love them through serving them? 

We want them to name someone specifically they are going to serve and name how they are going to serve them. We want this to be a practical faith and a practical action. Have the group pitch in on ideas of how they might carry it out. Some ideas might be

· Wash their car
· Watch their kids
· Cut their grass
· Bring them a coffee
· Send them a card
· Shine their shoes
· Cook them a meal
· Help them clean their house
· Do a construction project
· Handle some of their work
PRAY: Take time to pray with the group that God would enable you to handle your daily and routine lives with the eyes and ears of a servant. Looking and Listening for opportunities to jump in and help out. 

Let everyone know that they will report on who and how they served this week when they come next week for group.


