
Don’t Hide
Matthew 5:13-16
This week’s Truth to be Shared: We can make a difference if we are willing to serve God by serving others and be “salt” and “light” in our world.
Jesus referred to His followers as salt and light. The significance of this statement is less evident in our 21st Century world of modern technology. Salt is something that sits on our dinner tables and light is something we turn on when we enter a room. However, these two properties are, in many respects, foundational to human survival. 

In essence, Jesus told His followers that they were like oxygen to the world, vessels of truth and life. Consider the many functions of salt – it preserves, it seasons, it cleanses, and it corrodes. And if you don’t believe in the value of light, trying getting up to use the bathroom without turning on the light, and see how well that works out. Light shows the world and people as they are; it lends energy to the earth; it provides comfort and warmth. It is amazing that we can take for granted such important components of creation.
Yet, if salt and light ever lose their function, they become trivial, or worse. Imagine a flashlight that lets you down when the power goes out. Imagine salt, that keeps beef jerky from decomposing, failed – and nobody told you until you had tasted the rancid beef. 

When a Christian, or an entire church, neglects its function, it also becomes trivial, or worse. When we neglect our function as Christians, we become a stench in God’s nose, and even to the world. We become a curse to our friends, relatives, associates, and neighbors that are relying upon us to bring word of God’s truth and redemption.
1. INTRODUCTION: What do you think is the most important part of a car? What does that piece do that is essential to driving a car? What would happen if that piece failed?
Allow 5-7 minutes for this question
The idea is to get everyone talking. We don’t often recognize the value that these components play in everyday life. However, salt and light are foundational to our everyday lives and in a variety of ways. While salt and light do not possess the luster of modern day gadgets such as mobile devices and vehicles, they are absolutely essential to our way of life. Let’s explore the metaphor Jesus used to describe His followers.
2. OBSERVATION: Read Matthew 5:13-16. Jesus calls His followers salt and light. What does Jesus say will happen to salt that loses its saltiness? What does Jesus say should be done with the light?
Spend about 5-7 minutes for this question
The main object here is to review the principles of what Jesus is saying. Salt and light that fail to live up to their function are a great waste.
3. Understanding: What are the properties of salt and light? Why would Jesus use salt and light as metaphors for Christians? How would these properties be useful as Christian functions? How do the functions of salt and light relate to serving others? Which of these functions are easiest and hardest for you?
Spend about 10 - 12 minutes on these questions.
This is an opportunity for the group to grasp the correlation between the properties of salt and light and God’s calling. Here are some key properties to draw out.
Salt:

· Preserves

· Seasons

· Corrodes

· Cleanses
Light:
· Illuminates

· Provides energy

· Provides clarity/discernment

· Comforts
4. Understanding: Why is it important for Christians and the church to demonstrate these functions? What happens when Christians fail to demonstrate these functions? 
Spend about 5 minutes on these questions.

This is an opportunity to think through the big picture of Christianity and the church, and how we fulfill the calling God has given us. 
5. Application: On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being low and 10 being high, how would you rate your saltiness? Why? In what ways does the metaphor of salt and light affect your perspective of serving others?
Spend about 10 minutes on these questions
We want the metaphor of salt and light to become personal at this point. Evaluating our own saltiness will help us to see ourselves as salt and light. Some will passively avoid a real answer to this question by answering “5.” If and when someone answers “5” challenge them to explain why they give themselves a “5” and what it would take to become a “6.”
6. Application: If Jesus sees you as His salt and light to the world, how is He wanting to use you? Who is He using you to preserve? Corrode? Illuminate? Comfort? What will you do to become more effective as salt and light?

Here, members of the group should actively consider how God wishes to use them in specific ways and in specific people. Ask for names, and develop a list of people for whom you can pray as a group. 
PRAY: Pray that we will see ourselves as God’s salt and light. Pray that as we embrace this calling to serve the world around us, God would supernaturally strengthen us, equip us, and use us to bring His light and life to the world!
PROMOTE: Use this time to promote our upcoming Westbank Chruch-Wide Outreach Day on Saturday April 16th. We need to mobilize 1000 of our people to serve God and others on the Westbank on that day. Promote the specific projects and how your group can get involved together. 

