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OVERVIEW: Children will learn the importance of baptism. 
Children can learn more about baptism by using the “Living with Jesus” Discipleship Track books in our book store, written by Daphne Kirk. This lesson is taken in part from that book…thanks, Daphne!
PREPARATION: You will need a CD player to play some quiet worship music; a large sheet of paper; paper and pencil/pen for each child; the memory verse written out with the word “we” missing; a Bible. You will also need your Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group Leader and brought to the group each week. In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: Romans 6:4 “Just as Jesus was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father so we too, may live a new life.”
WELCOME: As the children come in, encourage them to share about their week and you share about yours. Be sure that every child has a chance to share – remembering that everyone shows respect for the person who is speaking. Sitting in a circle on the floor works best for everyone. Take a few minutes to ensure that the children are settled in their spots and are focused – before you get to the heart of the materials.
ICEBREAKER: Ask: Tell about a time in your life that was very special to you. Why was it so special?
WORSHIP: Play a quiet worship song – 

· Ask the children to sit and let Jesus speak to them through the song as they listen. 

· Ask them what they heard Jesus say to them. 

· Stand and sing the worship song together. 

· As the music continues to play, ask a child who needs prayer to stand in the middle and direct the whole group to pray for them. 
WORD:  

· Spend some time talking about what baptism is like here at Celebration Church. Let the children share what they have seen, what happened, what they thought about it, etc. 
· Ask the children what happens when someone goes down into the water. Show them the diagram on the back of this page.
· Talk about the fact that our baptism is a “picture” of what Jesus did for us on the cross – His Death, His Burial and His Resurrection.
· Talk about how we, like Jesus, experience a “death” of our old self as we go into the water, we are “buried” with Jesus and then we are “resurrected” to a new life in Christ. Explain that they will only go under the water for a moment and then come right back up.
· Read this version of Romans 6:4 to the children: “Therefore we are buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we should walk in newness of life.” 

· Explain that children, who have asked Jesus into their hearts to be their Lord and Savior and to be the “Boss” of their life, are able to participate in baptism.
· Ask the children if they have been baptized yet. If they already know Jesus, their next step in obedience is baptism. If they haven’t asked Jesus yet into their hearts, take a moment to pray with them.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE EXPERIENCE:
· Read: Romans 6:4 again. “Just as Jesus was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father so we too may live a new life.” Say this verse together. 

· Share together what you think this verse means.
· Now show the children the verse written out with the word “we.” 
· Now have the children read the verse and insert their own name where the word “we” should be. 
· In pairs, repeat the verse putting the other person’s name in the space.
· Pray together thanking Jesus for the new life that you have because of Him.
WITNESSING FOR JESUS: Praying for each other
· Talk about what it is like in the children’s schools. Encourage them to share with the group their joys and their problems at school
· Hold hands in a circle and pray for the entire group as they prepare to be in their schools and homes this week. Thank Jesus that He is there with them. 
WELCOME BACK!

Welcome the children back into the Life Group.  As adults, we welcome them back with enthusiasm and encouragement…being sure to give them our undivided attention.  Then, have the children say their Bible Memory Verse. Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson…that baptism is a “picture” of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. We are excited to be a part of what Jesus did for us by obeying Him in baptism. If there is a child who has made a decision to either for Jesus or to follow Him in obedience to be baptized, rejoice with the Life Group together and make plans to celebrate as a group this joyous occasion. There may even be some adults who are born-again, but have not yet been baptized. This is a great time to plan these baptisms together as a Life Group. The children then share in the group prayer and fellowship time.
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