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Overview: Children will learn to listen for the direction of the Holy Spirit.

Preparation: You will need a flashlight, a black sock, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

Bible Story & Verse: Romans 7:15-17; 8:9; 1 Thess. 5:19

Icebreaker: Ask the children if they have ever ridden on a roller coaster ride (or another carnival ride.)  Talk about how it felt.  Then have everyone sit on the floor in a line and tuck their legs along side each other as if they were in the cars of a roller coaster ride.  Tell the children to go through the motions as you call them out.

Say:  Ready, Set, Go!  (Then make sound effects and call out all the turns as you make them.)  Now, we are slowly heading to the top of the hill.  Now we’re going straight downhill.  Now, we’re turning to the left.  Now we’re turning to the right.  Now we’re going to loop the loop.  Now we’re coming to a stop.

Ask:  How did that feel?  Let the children share with each other.

Say:  Do you ever feel that your life is like a roller coaster?  Things are going well then suddenly everything goes wrong.  One minute we’re obeying God and then we disobey God again and our lives are a MESS! Now that 2010 is behind us and 2011 is here, let’s listen to what Paul, one of Jesus’ apostles said:  “I want to do what is good, but I can’t.  I don’t want to do bad things, but I still do them.  How unhappy I am!  Who will rescue me?”  (Romans 7:15-17)

Say:  If our lives as Christians are like riding on a roller coaster, then we can’t be all that God has called us to be.  We know we’re not perfect!  However, we don’t have to be controlled by our sinful nature, because the Holy Spirit lives in us.  We don’t need to feel like we are riding on a roller coaster every day.  Some days we’re up and some days we’re down and some days we’re going in circles!  If you have already given your heart to Jesus, the Holy Spirit came to live inside you.  Maybe you don’t know it because you keep Him locked up and He can’t do anything to help you.  You need to ask the Holy Spirit to become active in your life.  Romans 8:9 says, “But you do not live as your human nature tells you to; instead, you live as the Spirit tells you to—if, in fact, God’s Spirit lives in you.”  

We can also quench the Holy Spirit if we want to.  The word “quench” means that we refuse to listen to what the Holy Spirit says for us to do.  We need to keep our ears and our hearts open to listen to the Holy Spirit speak to us…so we can listen and obey.
          


Ask:  When you shine the flashlight around the room, that’s like letting the whole world see the Holy Spirit working in you.  Can you think of something that you can do to let others see the Spirit working in you?  (letting others go first in line, praying for the mean kid in school, saying no to doing what’s wrong, doing what your parents/teachers tell you to do cheerfully and quickly, helping with your younger brother sister, picking up your toys without being asked, offering to help your parents with chores, etc.)

When you hide the flashlight in the sock, that’s like being too embarrassed to do what’s right in front of your friends or not wanting to do what’s right because it’s too hard.  Can you think of a time when this happened to you?  (joining in with others making fun of the new kid, watching a TV program that your parents won’t allow, being to lazy to help, always wanting to be first.)

When you completely turn the flashlight off, that’s like saying NO to what’s right and doing what you want to anyway.  Can you think of a time when this happened to you?  (cheating on a test, taking money from your parent’s dresser, telling a lie, fighting with your friend, using bad words)

When you pass the flashlight on to others, that’s like sharing what you believe with others.  Can you think of a time when this happened to you?  (Telling someone about Jesus, inviting them to your Life Group, praying for someone, helping your brother or sister or a friend at school, cheering someone up who is sad)

Say:  Some people think that the Holy Spirit is only for adults, but that’s not true.  Anyone that has asked Jesus in his or her heart has the Holy Spirit, too.  The Spirit talks to you in your mind, through prayer, through reading your Bible and even through things that happen in your life.  He gives you the desire to want to do the right thing, even when you normally wouldn’t want to.  He gives you the strength to turn away from bad things you feel like doing and do the right thing instead.  All we have to do is listen!  

Write down each child’s name in the Children’s Notebook and ask what they need help with.  Pray for each child and their requests.



Tips on Leading the Kid’s Slot in your Life Group
· Children should be included in the goals; guidelines; welcome; worship and icebreaker of the Life Group.  (Explain any abstract or difficult words in the icebreaker to the children.)

· Children love to worship the Lord through song and movement.  You can make “shakers” by putting red beans in small margarine containers that have been taped closed.  Encourage the children to raise or clap their hands.  Be on the lookout for plastic instruments you can pick up at a garage sale or thrift store.

· Children are dismissed for their own Kid’s Slot for the word and witness time. 
· After the adult witness time, the children return to the Life Group for sharing what they learned during their Kid’s Slot and join in the prayer and fellowship time.  Be sure to give the children your attention and praise when they return to the group to recite their Bible Memorization Verse and with explanation of what they have learned.

· Children who are birth through two years old may be too young for the Kid’ Slot, depending on your Life Group, and can stay with their parents.  They have lots of spiritual “aunts and uncles” to hold them and love them during the Life Group.  Children 3 years old and older can enjoy the Kid’s Slot, together with their friends.
· If you choose not to do the Kid’s Slot, you can have a “Tool Box” (simply a plastic container of fun things ready for the children to enjoy…Christian Videos, Bible coloring books, construction paper and washable markers, blocks, sock puppet [a white sock with a face drawn in with markers)] or anything you have around the house a child would enjoy.) When you give a child your time and attention and let him/her share what’s on his/her heart, it is a wonderful way to build community and show a child you love them. For more suggestions or ideas, email julieb@celebrationchurch.org  
ACTIVITY:  Give the flashlight to one child and have him/her turn it on.  Have someone stand by the light switch and be ready to turn it off when asked.  Make sure each child gets a turn.


Say:  This flashlight is like the Holy Spirit.  You can shine it around the room, you can turn it off, you can hide it in the black sock or you can pass it on to others.  (Have someone turn off the light each time you do an activity with the flashlight.  Have the children turn the light back on before you ask the questions.  The emphasis should be on the question and not on the flashlight.  If a child becomes afraid, just keep the lights on.  The children will still be able to understand the lesson.)








BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Do not put out the Holy Spirit’s fire.”  1 Thessalonians 5:19











RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Bring the flashlight and have the children explain what happens when they don’t listen to the Spirit telling them what they should do (turn off the flashlight or hide it in the sock.)  Have the children explain to the adults that if they listen to His direction, there is no limit to what can happen in their lives (shine the flashlight around the room.) Pray and fellowship together.














