Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ Feb. 6th – Feb. 12th, 2011
[image: image1.jpg]


 “Zach’s Long Wait”
OVERVIEW: Children will learn how to have patience and keep the faith after they have prayed to God.

PREPARATION: You will need some ice cubes, a roll of paper towels, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Hebrews 10:36 and Luke 1

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Can you name something that you had to wait for?  What is the difference in waiting for the last day of school and waiting in the doctor’s office to see your doctor?
READ: “From Shame to Fame” Bible Story 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What caused shame to a family in Israel?  (If they had no children.)
2. Describe what the angel told Zacharias about the baby that was to be born.  (God would use him greatly; he was not to drink any wine; he would be filled with the Holy Spirit; he would turn back many people of Israel who have fallen away from God; he was to be named John.)
3. What happened to Zacharias when he doubted the words of the angel?  (He couldn’t speak.)
4. What job did Zacharias have?  (He was a priest that burned the incense.)
5. What did Zacharias and Elizabeth name their child?  (John)

LIFE APPLICATION:  

1. Zacharias had prayed for a child, but it had probably been a long time since he had prayed.  Do you think that he had lost his hope in receiving a child?  

2. Why do you think Zacharias doubted the angel’s words?

3. Is it possible that Zacharias had lost his faith in God?

4. God always answers prayers prayed in faith.  But it’s not always in the time we would like.  And not always the answer we would like.  Sometimes He says “Go” when His answer is “yes.”  And other times He says “No” when He thinks it is best to say “No.”   Sometimes He says “Slow” when He wants you to wait.  And other times He says “Grow” when He wants you to grow and change in a certain area.  Remember, God always answers your prayers, but the answer isn’t always YES!

Describe a time when you prayed for something and it took a long time before you received your answer.  How was your faith tested?

 





Have you ever hoped for something for your birthday and the closer your birthday got, you became more and more excited, wondering if you would receive what you’ve been hoping for?  Because your birthday only comes once a year, you know that you only have (12) months to wait.  Such a long time!  But, what if you had to wait longer for something you really wanted.  Could you hang on to your hope for a long time?


Here’s a story about an old man and his wife who waited many years to receive something that they wanted, and finally received it.


In the days of a king named Herod, who ruled over Judea, there was a certain priest by the name of Zacharias.  He was married to a woman named Elizabeth.  They were both very old and they had no children.  In those days, it was a source of shame if a married couple did not have any children.


Now it came about while Zacharias burned incense in the temple, which was one of his duties as a priest, as large group of people were outside of the temple praying.


Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared, standing to the right of the altar where Zacharias was burning incense.  And Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear over took him.  But the angel said to him:
“Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear a son, and you will give him the name of John.  And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.  For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will not drink wine or other hard drinks; and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, while he is in his mother’s womb.  And he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God. And he will be used by God to make people ready to see their King.

And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know for this is certain?  For I am an old man, and my wife is also very old.”  And the angel said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands before God; and I have been sent to speak to you, and bring you this good news.  Behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will come to pass.”


And the people were waiting outside for Zacharias to come out, and they were wondering what was taking him so long.  But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them; and they understood that he had seen something in the temple.  And although he kept trying to speak, he couldn’t.


Now after a few days, Elizabeth found out that she was going to have a baby.  She said to herself, “This is the way the Lord has shown me favor, by allowing me to have a baby.  This will take away my shame from me.”


And when the time had come for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a baby boy!  And her neighbors and relatives heard how the Lord showed His favor to Elizabeth & were rejoicing with her.


When the baby was eight days old, it was time to name the child, and they wanted to name the baby after Zacharias, his father.  But, his mother said, “No indeed; but he shall be called John!”  And they wrote a note to Zacharias, as to what he wanted to name his son, since Zacharias was still unable to speak.  Zacharias asked for a tablet to write on.  He wrote, “His name is John.”  At once, his mouth was opened and he began to speak in praise to God!


So Zacharias and his wife, Elizabeth, received what they had prayed for a long time ago.  And this little boy would grow up and become John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus, and be all that the angel promised he would be.


This is sort of like you asking your parents for a special toy that you want for your birthday, even though your birthday may be a long way off.  And after some time, you begin to believe that you will not receive what you’ve asked for.  You may even forget what you asked for!


God never forgets when we pray in faith.  And even though it may seem like a long time before we ever receive the answer, it will come ~ when we believe in faith. 
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“From Shame to Fame!





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “You need to keep on patiently doing God’s will if you want Him to do for you all that He has promised.”   Hebrews 10:36








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite the Bible Memory Verse.  Ask the Life Group members to share something they are trusting God for and are patiently waiting for God’s reply.  The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.





ACTIVITY:  “Ice Cube Secret”


Ask for a volunteer and have him/her leave the room.  Have the children sit in a circle and give one child an ice cube to pass around.  Tell the children to be “sneaky” in passing the ice cube because the “guesser” will come in and try to guess who has the ice cube while it is being passed.  Invite the child to come back to the room and have him/her guess who has the ice cube, without saying a word, by pointing to the child they think has the ice cube.  Let each child take a turn being the “guesser.”  Let the children dry their hands on the paper towels.











