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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about God’s goodness and how much He loves them.
PREPARATION: You will need markers and construction paper. (Use stickers or ink stamps, too, if you have them.) You will also need your NIrV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Romans 5:5-8 and 1 John 3:1

ICEBREAKER GAME: Have fun asking the children these questions!

· What food do you dislike the most?

· Do you think you will ever get to like it?

· Can you think of a food that you didn’t like before, but you like now?

Say:  Sometimes, we think we don’t like something, but after a while, we discover we like it.  I can remember when I was a child I used to take a bath in the bathtub because I liked to play in the water and with the soap bubbles.  I never wanted to take a shower.  But now that I tried taking a shower, I really love it and don’t want to take a bath in the bathtub anymore.  Just like with some of you and the food you used to hate.  I used to hate broccoli but it may be one of my favorite vegetables….or not!!!!
READ:  Romans 5:5-8

Say:  Many people don’t know about the wonderful love God has for them because they believe the lies of Satan.  They think that what they are feeling is true; because Satan does such a tricky job of making his lies seem true.  Lies like:

· God will not love me if I do something wrong.

· I’m pretty good – compared to the other kids I know.
· If I work real hard at being good, I can earn God’s love & forgiveness.
Here’s the real truth!

· God loves you, even while you were still in your sin, He died for you.

· Compared to the other kids you know, you may be pretty good…but compared to a perfect God, you need the forgiveness of Jesus.
· Salvation is a free gift from God and is not based on how good you are...because NONE of us is good enough without Jesus!
Some children believe that if they get all A’s on their report card or keep their room really clean then their parents will love them more.  If they don’t get good grades or their room is messy, some children believe that their parents will stop loving them.  And the same mistakes they make about their parents they sometimes make about God.  They think that if they are really good, God will love them, but if they aren't, than He won't love them.  That is simply not true.  The love God has for us is not based on our goodness.  God doesn’t pick us up with a pair of tweezers and say, “What a horrible little insect you are, but because I am God, I will make myself love you.”  Even before we loved God, He sent His son Jesus Christ to die for us.  Whenever you feel uncertain about God’s love for you, remember that He loved you even before you turned to Him.  God loves us the same way that new parents feel about their newborn baby.  “I love you.  You are precious to me.  You are mine.”  Isn’t that wonderful to be loved in such a perfect and complete way!  Here’s something you need to know.  And after you know it, don’t ever forget it!  Say it with me:  

“God is Good and He loves Me!”
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Say:  We don’t have to be afraid of God or think that if we’re not good, He won’t love us.  He is not waiting for us to slip up and make a mistake and then ZAP us!  He is a good and loving God and His love for us is unconditional.  He is patient and kind.  He is good… all the time! We know that we will make mistakes and sometimes make wrong choices. We need to ask for forgiveness and with God’s help, make good choices the next time. 




BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “But here is how God has shown his love for us. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8





RETURN TO THE Life Group:  Return to the Life Group and have the children recite their Bible Memory verse. Let the children show the adults their art projects.  Explain to the adults how special God’s love is toward us.  Have the children join in prayer and fellowship time.





Pretend that a child accidentally breaks a dinner plate.


Pretend that a child spills his juice box at lunch time.


Pretend that a child was holding his little sister’s balloon, but it blew away.


Pretend that a child was playing football and dropped the winning pass.


(The children can role play with some of their own examples or you can offer some of your own.
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ACTIVITY: Let the children pretend to be the parents and choose one person to be the child.  The child brings home a test paper, even though he has studied really hard, he gets an “F.”  Have the “parents” explain to the child that they still love him even though he didn’t get an “A.”  (Continue on next page)


(Choose another child as they role play in a kind and loving way.  Allow each child to take a turn playing one of the parts.)





ART PROJECT: For their craft, give each child a piece of construction paper; have them write their Bible verse on it and then decorate it.  (You will need to help the younger ones.)  After they have made their project, help them memorize it.  Take the time to explain what the verse means. Ask the children to be thinking about who they can invite to their Life Group net week.
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