Kid’s Slot ~ Feb.13th – 19th, 2011

Be Kind to One Another

OVERVIEW: Children will learn how to show kindness to one another.

PREPARATION: You will need a blindfold, the children’s NIV Bible and the Children’s prayer notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE:  Ephesians 4:32; Genesis 42-45 

Ice Breaker:  Ask:  How does it feel to forgive someone who has hurt your feelings?

Read:  The Kindness of Joseph (Bible Story on the other side)

Questions to ask:
1. Who stayed at home while his brothers went to buy food? Benjamin
2. Why was Pharaoh pleased with Joseph? Because he was wise; he was able to tell the Pharaoh what his dream meant
3. How did Pharaoh show Joseph was in charge? Gave him a special ring and made him second in charge of the whole country of Egypt
4. When God gives you a gift and you use it, what will happen? You will be able to influence others and point them to God
5. Joseph used his gift.  Pharaoh was pleased and did what? He listened to the advice of Joseph, which saved the whole country from starving.

Discussion: Let the children share their thoughts
1. Why is it better to forgive people?
2. Why do you have to forgive to be kind?
3. Joseph could have punished his brothers, but chose not to. Why?
4. How can God still use the things that go wrong in your life to somehow cause good to come from it?
Bible Memory Verse:  “Be kind and loving to each other, and forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ.” Eph. 4:32
Bible Memory Verse Activity:  
1. Let each child say one word until the scripture has been repeated.
2. See how fast each child can quote the verse.
3. See which child can quote the Scripture the fastest.
4. See how slow each child can quote the verse.
5. See if a child can quote the scripture backward.

ACTIVITY:  Lead the Way!
Blindfold a child and let him or her try to retrieve the Bible you have placed across the room.  Be sure the blindfolded person does not fall or run into anything. It is rather difficult to know where you are going without help. Now, play the game again – but this time, partner that child with someone else who will show them kindness, by making sure they find the Bible and not bump into something along the way.  Share with the children how good it feels when someone helps you with kindness as opposed to trying to do things without the kind help of others.

Prayer Time:  Ask the children to share their struggles with being kind to others. Perhaps they are unkind to their friend or someone at school or even someone in their family…or quite possibly, their pet. Have the children pray for each other that they will show kindness to others – even when others are not kind to them.  Ask the children to think of someone to bring with them next week and pray for the one they invite.

Return to Life Group: As you return to the Life Group, share a bit about the story and how Joseph could have treated his brothers unkindly, but chose not to return evil for evil and showed them kindness instead. Let the children recite their Bible Memory Verse. If you have time, blindfold one of the adults and have them try on their own to find the Bible that has been placed across the room…and then choose a child to show them kindness and show the way!!!



The Kindness of Joseph

Joseph was in jail…not a great place to be, but as a result of his brother’s earlier lies and feelings of jealousy, there he sat. One day, the Pharaoh, who was the man in charge of all of Egypt, had a dream that was troubling him. He needed someone to tell him what the dream meant and Joseph did! Joseph gave the Pharaoh some very wise advice and the Pharaoh listened. In his dream, Joseph told the Pharaoh the good news and the bad news: the good news was that there was going to be seven years of the most abundant and plentiful crops of food that there had ever been; the bad news was that immediately following those seven good years were going to be seven bad years of no food. And I mean NO FOOD! But, through God’s help, Joseph had a plan. He told the Pharaoh to gather up lots and lots and lots of food and save it for seven years so when the seven bad years came there would be extra food for everyone. The Pharaoh decided that since Joseph had such a great ability to interpret dreams from God, he should put Joseph in charge of handling the storage of the food.  Pharaoh put his ring of authority on Joseph and had everyone in the land know that Joseph was the second person in command to Pharaoh. That’s like being the Vice President of the United States! What a relief! From being thrown into jail because of the lies of his brothers to being second in charge!
Joseph followed the plan the Lord laid out for him and everyone in Egypt had food, even when people were starving everywhere else. Guess who some of those people who were starving? Yup…Back in Canaan, Joseph’s mean brothers and their poor families were so hungry they didn’t know what to do. Those brothers had nowhere to turn but to go to Egypt to buy food from the Pharaoh, where they heard there was extra. 
One day, Joseph’s father, Jacob, sent all of his sons, except his youngest son, Benjamin, to buy food from the Pharaoh. When Joseph’s brothers arrived to buy food, Joseph immediately knew those ten men where his brothers that he hadn’t seen in such a long time, but he didn’t tell them. Instead, he made them go back to their home in Canaan to get their youngest brother, Benjamin, first and then he would sell them food for their families. When Benjamin arrived with his brothers, Joseph couldn’t hold back his tears of joy one minute longer! 
“It’s me….your brother, Joseph! The one you sold into slavery many years ago. I was even thrown into jail, but God was good to me and allowed me to help the Pharaoh with his plan to save food so you and your families wouldn’t starve!”
The brothers were so afraid that Joseph would take revenge and harm them because of the way that they had treated Joseph when he was younger by selling him as a slave. By being second in charge, Joseph had all the power to throw his own brothers in jail, but instead, he offered them kindness and forgiveness.
Joseph told his brothers that he forgave them…that their plans to get rid of Joseph were evil, but God turned them around for good!  He told them God had sent him to Egypt ahead of time and put him in this position of authority and power so that Joseph could one day, save his brothers and their family from starving to death. His brothers were filled with joy and wept along with Joseph, offering their sorrow and repentance for what they had done. 
Back in Canaan, Jacob, their father, was overjoyed to hear that his beloved son, Joseph was not dead, like his sons had told him many years ago, but alive and waiting to see him. Even though Joseph’s brothers treated him very badly, Joseph not only forgave them, but treated them with kindness.  Joseph understood even though he was mistreated by his brothers, God used that to guide and direct his life.
Joseph called for all his family to move from the Canaan, which had no food, to Egypt, which was overflowing with food, so they could all be together as a family once again.
It is sometimes hard to show kindness to someone who has been unkind to you…Joseph did. And because he did, a whole nation of people was saved because of his kindness. 
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