Experiencing God’s Blessings in 2011! 

Life Group Agenda for the week of Jan 2-8, 2011
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “Did you have “chores” in your home growing up? What was your least favorite chore?” This week, we are considering how we will live in 2011. Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read John 13:1-17.
In the first century, the only shoes people had were sandals.  The only paths and walkways they had were made of dirt, so as people walked from place to place, their feet would become dirty. Therefore, when people arrived at their destination, they were met at the door by a slave who washed the dust or mud from their feet.  Footwashing was a servant’s work. In our text, we find Jesus assuming the role of a servant; humbling Himself before His disciples,/teaching them an object lesson on the very important subject of  humility.
1. What is your initial reaction whenever you hear this story of Jesus washing the feet of His disciples?

2. What would you have done or how would you have felt if you were there ad Jesus started to wash your feet?
3. Jesus was not just doing a job that others didn’t want to do. He was teaching his disciples a lesson on humility. Why was this important for them to learn? 

These next questions can be discussed in your groups of 2 or 3 (men’s groups and women’s groups):

4. What is keeping you from serving others more intentionally and fervently? How can we overcome those distractions?

5. What are some acts of service that are available to us through our church and community? What can we do to serve others?  
6. What is one thing you can do this week to be of service to others; putting the needs of others before your own?
7. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
2. Our church will still be collecting the Showing We Care Christmas Offering throughout the month of January. Support Local Missions, International Missions, Counseling, Benevolence and New Campus Development through this annual offering. Pray about how you and your family can be involved in giving to this special emphasis.
3. Our annual “Prayer and Fasting” emphasis will begin on January 17th. More details will be available in the days ahead.
4.  Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
