Kid’s Slot – Dec. 5th – 11th, 2010 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about the free gift of salvation through Jesus.

PREPARATION: You will need a small box that is gift wrapped with a pack of gum or bag of candy, an eraser, a Christmas ornament, or an inexpensive toy or gift inside the box.  You will also need a small treat/piece of candy for each child, a DVD with some Kid’s Praise music or Christmas music, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: John 3:16

ICEBREAKER: Ask the children to share about their most favorite Christmas gift they ever received.
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Say:  At Christmas time, we get a lot of gifts, and they are fun to receive and give to others.  But sometimes we forget about the “free gift” that God has given us—His son Jesus.  Yes, Jesus was born on Christmas as our gift from God but He didn’t stay a little baby in the manger.  You see, when Jesus became an adult, He showed His love for us by dying on the cross for all our sins.  That’s the free gift of salvation through Jesus.  Is there somebody here that would like to ask Jesus in their hearts and receive the free gift of salvation?  Pause while the children have a chance to respond.  Pray with any child who raised their hand. 


 


Here’s what you need to do:


Admit that you sin


Be willing to turn from your sins


Believe that Jesus died on the cross for you and rose from the grave


Invite Him into your heart


Ask Him to be the boss of your life





If no one responds, then you close in prayer, thanking God for His gift to us, Jesus.





Give each child a treat saying - 





“God loves us so much that He gave us Jesus, the gift of eternal life, even though we don’t deserve it.  Let’s thank God for His gift.  Have the children give God a round of applause.





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16
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Say:  Pass your gift around so everyone will get a chance to see it. 


 


Then ask the children:


What did_______________(the winning child) do to deserve this gift?


Have any of you ever received a gift that was a complete surprise?


Have you ever received a gift for no particular reason?  (Not your birthday, not Christmas, etc.)


How would receiving a gift for no reason make you feel?





Say:  Listen to what the Bible says about a free gift we’ve received from God.  Read John 3:16:  Ask:  


What is the gift God has given to us?  (The gift of salvation through Jesus)


Why don’t we deserve it?  (Because salvation is a gift from God.  No one deserves or earns a free gift.)


Why did God give us such a good gift if we didn’t deserve it?  (Give the children a chance to respond…because God loves us so much.)


Say:  God loves us so much that He gave us the gift of Jesus, even though we don’t deserve it.  All we have to do is reach out and accept the gift of Jesus—just like [say the name of the winning child] did when the gift was in his/her hands when the music stopped.  He/she reached out, accepted the gift.  Have you accepted the gift of Jesus this Christmas season?  He’s waiting for you to reach out and accept the free gift of salvation.
































ACTIVITY:  Have the children sit in a circle. 


 


Say:  We’re going to play a game called “Musical Gift.”  I’m going to play some music and you’re going to pass around this gift.  When the music stops, whoever has the gift will get to keep it.  Ready?  Begin to play the music.  Because every child wants to have the gift for themselves, it may take a little time for them to start passing the gift around smoothly.  After a few minutes, stop the music.  After checking to see who has the gift—





Say:  Congratulations, the gift is yours.  Now, open it up.  All the children will be eagerly awaiting the opening of the gift.  Some might start to grumble that the game wasn’t “fair” because they didn’t get a gift.  














