Kid’s Slot – Dec. 25th – 31st, 2010
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OVERVIEW: The Children will learn how to minister to others.

PREPARATION: You will need paper and pencils for the children, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSES: 1 Tim. 4:12,  2 Tim. 2:15, 

1 Samuel 3.

ICEBREAKER: Share with the group the name of the person/s who taught you how to ride a bike.  (A few children might say, “I taught myself.”  Remind them that they weren’t born being able to ride a bike.  They had to watch a friend or ride with someone who already knew how.)
READ: “You Are In Training” 

Bible Story (on the other side)

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Do your best to win full approval in God’s sight, as a worker who is not ashamed of his work.”  2 Timothy 2:15

ACTIVITY:  Have the children make a list of some ways they can minister to others at their school, at church, in their Life Group, to their families.  Bring their list with you when the children return to the Life Group after doing the Kid’s Slot.

Note to the adults in the Life Group:  There are so many ways we can mentor and train children in our Life Groups.  Especially in light of our “Serve Like Crazy” theme for 2011 – let’s help them with that goal as well.

Here are some ideas: allow the children to share the goals and vision; read the scripture passage; let them lead worship; let them read the icebreaker; have them pray aloud and/or lay hands; say the blessing over the meal/dessert; work alongside of you when it’s your Community’s turn to serve in the Nursery/Preschool; help serve others/clean up after Life Group; assist in making a meal for an ill member; pray for and invite other children to their Life Group or to KidZTown; participate in outreach events and/or serve with you if you go to help serve for Angel Food; encourage them to participate as a family during the prayer and fasting time; the potential is endless.  The children are our future interns and leaders.  Let’s do all we can to encourage and equip them…
Return to the Life Group:  Have the children return to the group.  The children’s leader will explain how every Christian, even children, have been called to be a minister and to minister to others.  Let the children share some of the ways they wrote down on their list on how they can minister to others.  Explain to the adults that the children are ready to join alongside the adults in learning how to be ministers.  Explain that they can help by (1) showing the children by example (2) including the children in your ministry and outreach opportunities (3) encouraging and praying for the children.  Have the children recite their Bible verse.  The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.

“You Are in Training”
(Based on 1 Samuel 3)

Read:  1 Timothy 4:12

Say:  When you learned how to ride a bike, someone had to take the time to show you—to hold the bike steady while you got on it, to cheer you on when you didn’t fall and to help you up when you did fall.  Whether it was a friend or your Mom or Dad, someone took the time to help you learn.  Just as with people who want to learn how to be a minister in a church, they may go to a special school called a Seminary for some years to study the Bible and prepare to be a minister.  It is always good to know more about the Bible and to know how to serve others.  However, you don’t have to go to a seminary to be a minister in a church.  Everyone in the church should be getting ready for or doing ministry, because there are things God wants you to do right now!  He wants you to start getting ready for Him to use you.  And just like learning to ride a bike, it will take time and practice.  

God calls children into His ministry, too.  Do you remember a little boy in the Bible named Samuel?  Samuel became a prophet of Israel while he was still a child.  Hannah, his mother, prayed to God for a son and God answered her prayer by giving her a son, Samuel.  Being faithful to her promise to God, Hannah dedicated Samuel to the Lord’s service. 

“The boy Samuel MINISTERED before the Lord under Eli the priest.”  1 Samuel 3:1
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One night, while Samuel was at the temple sleeping, the Lord called him; Samuel thought it was the priest, Eli, who was calling him.  Three times during the night, Samuel heard a voice calling him, still thinking it was Eli who needed him, and he went to Eli’s bed each time to see what he wanted.  Eli told Samuel that he didn’t call him and to go back to bed.  After the third time, it was then that Eli realized that it was the Lord calling little Samuel.  Eli instructed Samuel to say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening” when Samuel heard the voice calling him again.  Again, the Lord called Samuel and he answered just as Eli had instructed him.  The Lord, indeed, spoke to Samuel that night and Samuel became a great prophet of God.

Like Samuel, every believer can be used of God.  You can be trained to:  help lead worship in your Life Group, pray aloud for other people, sing and worship, help comfort hurting people, serve others, teach the Kid’s Slot or lead someone to Christ.  There are so many ways you can be ministers to others and your Life Group is a great place to start learning how!

The first thing you need to do is to pray and ask God where does He want to use you to serve Him.  Next, find a place in your Life Group or church where you can begin to serve alongside other people.  You can learn much from others by watching them and the putting into practice what you learned.  I could explain how to ride a bike, tell you how to peddle and show you how to stop—I could even ride the bike for you, but you still have to climb on the bike and try for yourself.  Your Life Group is a safe and loving place to learn. The adults will be so happy to help you as you learn how to minister to others. 
As we say “goodbye” to 2010 and “hello” to 2011 – let’s start this new year off right – and let’s “Serve Like Crazy” – and watch how much joy you and the people you serve will receive when you do!
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