Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ Dec. 19th – 25th, 2010
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“Peppermints and Preaching” [image: image2.png]



OVERVIEW: Children will learn about the importance of giving their money to help the missionaries spread the Gospel.

PREPARATION: You will need a bag of mixed candies, index cards or slips of paper, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Romans 10:15; Acts 13:1-12

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  What is your favorite candy?  Why is it your favorite?
READ: “Bringing the sweet news of the Gospel” 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What were the men of the church doing when the Holy Spirit spoke to them?  (They were praying, fasting, and praising the Lord.)
2. What did the Holy Spirit want to do?  (Send Barnabas and Saul [Paul] on a mission.)
3. Who sent them out?  (The church in Antioch.)
4. How were they able to go?  (The church paid their way.)
5. What happened after the magician lost his eyesight?  (The ruler of the area believed in the Gospel.)
 DISCUSS:               

1. Discuss what would have happened if no one had told you about Jesus.

2. Why do you think God is so concerned about people in other countries?

3. What can you do to make sure that people in other countries hear the Gospel?



“How much did you say that bag of peppermints costs?”  asked your mother.  “Two dollars and ninety-nine cents, ma’am,” answered the cashier.  “When I was a child, I could buy a bag of peppermints for a dollar,” your mother says.  “But Mom,” you say, “that was a long time ago.  It costs a lot for something sweet!”  
You know, even though we’re talking about buying something like candy, everything costs more today than it did when your parents were younger.  Things that we must have, like food, clothing, and a place to live cost much more than they used to.  It’s the same way when churches send people out to preach the Gospel around the world; it costs money.  

Let’s take a look at a story about a church that sent out two famous men and what great things took place:

Now in the city of Antioch there was a church, and in that church there were prophets and teachers.  The names of these men were Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen (who grew up with the governor), and Saul.


While they were praying, fasting, and singing praises to God, the Holy Spirit spoke and said, “I have a special work for Barnabas and Saul.  Separate them so that I can send them to do it.”  So, after the other men of the church prayed, they laid their hands on Barnabas and Saul and sent them out to do the Lord’s work.

After being sent out by the Holy Spirit, the two men went to a city called Seleucia, and from there they got aboard a ship and sailed to an island called Cyprus.  When they arrived, they began preaching the Gospel to all of the Jews in the synagogues.

When they had gone through the entire island, they came to a place called Paphos, where they met with the ruler whose name was Sergius Paulus.  This man called for Barnabas and Saul and wanted to hear what they had to say about Jesus.

But there was a certain Magician there by the name of Elymas who didn’t want Barnabas and Saul to preach the Gospel to the people there.  He kept trying to keep the ruler from hearing the Gospel.  But Saul, who changed his name to Paul, was full of the Holy Spirit.  Staring at Elymas, he said, “You are full of lies and you try to trick people from hearing the Gospel.  You are acting like your father the devil, and you are an enemy of those things that are right in God’s sight.  When will you stop trying to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?  And now, because you are standing against what God wants to do, you will become blind and unable to see the sun for a while.”  Suddenly, a mist and darkness fell upon him, and Elymas tried to find someone to guide him as he could no longer see.  When the ruler of the area, Sergius Paulus, saw what had happened, he was amazed and believed in the words that Barnabas and Paul preached.

This trip was the first in a many, many trips that Paul took to preach the Gospel.  This trip was possibly the very first missionary journey that anyone ever took.  But Paul could not have gone unless his church had sent him and paid for it, and if Paul wouldn’t have gone, the ruler of the island would not have heard and believed.  It’s the same for missionaries today.  Not only do they need to be sent out by their churches, but also they must have people who will help them to go by paying for the things they need.  Things like food and a place to stay cost money, and the missionary should only have to think about preaching the Gospel rather than having to worry about finding a job.

The next time you get hungry for a piece of candy, remember that it costs for people to receive sweet things.  It also costs to bring people the sweet news of the Gospel of God, too. Thank you for giving to missions during the month of December. Someone is going to get to hear more of the “sweet news” of Jesus – all because you gave! 
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Taken in part from the Children’s Ministry of Bethany World Prayer Center
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:  “SWEET STUFF” You will need 10 different kinds of small candies and 10 cards with each word of the Bible Memory Verse written on a separate index card or piece of paper. Place a candy on a card that has been turned over where the children cannot see the words in a line.  Let the children see how the candies and cards are placed and try to say a word from the scripture, in order, as they pick the candy up without looking at the card.  Allow them to look at the card if they can’t remember the word.  Mix the candies up in a pile and let the children try to put them in order again saying the words of the scripture. Play several times in order to give each child a turn.  After everyone has had a chance to play, allow the children to pick a piece of candy to eat.  (Make sure there is enough for everyone!)  Allow the children who listened quietly the best to choose their candy first.





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “And how can they preach unless they are sent.”  Romans 10:15








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  After the children recite their Bible Memory Verse to the adults, have the children share the candies with the adults and tell how they are like sharing the good news of Jesus.  The children have been collecting money all month long for Missions. [Note: Some campuses are collecting shoes for the children in Haiti.]


Pray that the monies/items the children have been collecting will benefit the missionaries in bring the “sweet news” of the Gospel. The children then pray with the rest of the group and share in the fellowship time together.





“Bringing the Sweet News of the Gospel"


(Based on Acts 13:1-12)








