An Inconvenient Commitment! 

Life Group Agenda for the week of Dec 26, 2010-Jan 1, 2011
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What is your favorite food to eat the day after Christmas?” This week, we are continuing a series titled, “An Inconvenient Christmas.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Matthew 2:1-12.
The journey of the people we call the “wise men,” “kings,” or “magi” is an intriguing story found only in the Gospel of Matthew. From the artist renditions of the manger scene and the indication of three gifts being brought by them, we get the idea that there were three, but in reality we do not know how many wise men there were. Regardless of their number, we see that they were commitment to finding this baby and we get a glimpse into their thoughts about the child when they encounter Him. 
1. Why was King Herod disturbed by the news he heard from the wise men?

2. How did the wise men react when they saw Jesus? Why do you think they reacted that way?
3. The wise men did not do as Herod requested. Do you think that was a difficult decision? Why or why not? 
These next questions can be discussed in your groups of 2 or 3 (men’s groups and women’s groups):

4. In your journey with the Lord, have you faced opposition, or a “long road?” What has helped you to stay committed to Him? 
5. How can we each express our commitment to the Lord in more solid, consistent ways in the weeks and months to come?  
6. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
2. Don’t forget about the Showing We Care Christmas Offering. Support Local Missions, International Missions, Counseling, Benevolence and New Campus Development through this annual offering. Pray about how you and your family can be involved in giving to this special emphasis.
3. Ladies will not want to miss the “New Beginnings” women’s conference to be held on January 8, 2011 from 9am to 11:30am at the Airline Campus Activity center. The cost is $10 and it’s a great chance to invite women who have not yet gotten connected to your group.
4.  Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
