An Inconvenient Truth! 

Life Group Agenda for the week of December 19-25, 2010
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “Which is your favorite on a cold night – tea, coffee, or hot chocolate?” This week, we are beginning a series titled, “An Inconvenient Christmas.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 2:8-20.
In this passage, the angels proclaim the birth of the Savior to some shepherds. For the shepherds, this was good news and they rejoiced when they saw the baby. But for many, the proclamation that the Savior has come is an inconvenient truth. Let’s talk today about the truth of Jesus Christ and why some struggle to believe.
1. Imagine you are a shepherd, standing around in the dark on a quiet night and then all of a sudden there is an explosion of light before you and these angels begin to speak to you – what are you thinking at that moment?

2. How did the shepherds react to the news from the angels? Did they believe what they had heard? How do you know?
3. What are some of the reasons people have for not believing the message of the angels – that Jesus is the Savior of the world? 
These next questions can be discussed in your groups of 2 or 3 (men’s groups and women’s groups):

4. What happened in your life that led to you responding to the good news of Jesus Christ with belief and commitment?

5. Do you know someone – a friend, a co-worker, a neighbor, a family member, a Facebook friend – who has struggled to believe that God exists and has provided a way for forgiveness through Jesus Christ? Can you think of some way that you can communicate the truth to that person this Christmas season without making them defensive? Let’s help each other out with some ideas.  
6. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
2. We will have Christmas Eve services at each of our campuses. Check the church web site or the weekend worship bulletin for times. Christmas Eve is always a great time to invite family and friends to church. Pray and ask the Lord who you should invite to one of those services.
3. Ladies will not want to miss the “New Beginnings” women’s conference to be held on January 8, 2011 from 9am to 11:30am at the Airline Campus Activity center. The cost is $10 and it’s a great chance to invite women who have not yet gotten connected to your group.
4.  Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
