An Inconvenient Assignment! 

Life Group Agenda for the week of December 5-11, 2010
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “For you, what would be an exciting assignment to receive from God?” This week, we are beginning a series titled, “An Inconvenient Christmas.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 1:26-38.
When we meet Mary, she was just a young village maiden. Think about this:  Mary did not hold some great position in life; she doesn’t appear to have been a person of great wealth; she was an ordinary, common, teenage girl (if there is any such thing . . .). We don’t know what her plans for life may have been.  But when Angel of Lord showed up, her life and her plans would change forever. It surely was an inconvenience to her, but she came to under what you & I need to understand about assignments from the Lord.
1. Why do you think Mary was frightened or troubled by the words of the angel at first?

2. What other emotions do you suppose Mary felt as the angel revealed to her this assignment from the Lord?
3. What do you find significant about Mary’s response in verse 38? 
These next questions can be discussed in your groups of 2 or 3 (men’s groups and women’s groups):

4. If an angel came to you to reveal an assignment from the Lord, what do you think you would you do?  
5. Who was the “angel” God sent to you to explain to you the truth about Jesus Christ?
6. In what area of your life do you need greater faith to believe that nothing is impossible with God? 
7. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
2. On Saturday, December 11th, there is an opportunity for your group (or anyone in your group) to join others from our church family in a time of prayer for our school (Crescent City Christian). It will begin at 8am in the school auditorium with a brief time of worship and then we’ll prayer-walk through the school.
3. Ladies will not want to miss the “New Beginnings” women’s conference to be held on January 8, 2011 from 9am to 11:30am at the Airline Campus Activity center. The cost is $10 and it’s a great chance to invite women who have not yet gotten connected to your group.
4.  Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
