Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ June 8th – June 14th, 2008 
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about honoring God with our words and attitudes.  

PREPARATION: You will need a kitchen timer or watch with a second hand and a banana for each of the children. If you don’t have bananas, you can simply make paper bananas with a yellow marker; an NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 15:1-20; 12:22-33
ICEBREAKER: Ask:  When was the last time you complained about something?  What did you complain about?
READ: “Open Up and Let’s Take a Look” Bible Story 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What are “traditions?”  (Habits that our grandparents/parents have.)
2. Why did Jesus say the words that come from our mouths makes us dirty?  (Because they come from our hearts.)
3. Explain why Jesus warned the Pharisees to not be disrespectful to the Holy Spirit. (They would be guilty of a sin that can’t be forgiven.)
4. How can you tell if a tree is a healthy tree?  (By looking at the fruit.)
LIFE APPLICATION:  (Encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)         

1. The Pharisees thought that what they ate made them unclean, (which means not pleasing to God) when it was their words that showed that their hearts were unclean. Many people today “watch” what they eat.  Have you tried to be “good” on the outside and not worry about what’s on the inside?  Has it made you good?  Why?  Why not?

2. If someone followed you around all day long and heard the things that you said, would they say that your heart is dirty or clean?  Would you be considered a healthy tree with good fruit, or a rotten tree?  Why?



MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITIES:  “HIGH STEPPIN”  

Divide the number of words in the memory verse by the number of children in your group.  Assign them words and encourage them to memorize them.  Line up the children against on side of the room and tell them that when you begin quoting the verses, they are to “step up” quickly, and then back when you continue the quoting.  Continue this for several turns.  Then, see if a child can come and begin quoting the verse, with the other children “steppin’ up”.


One day some Pharisees and teachers of the law of the Jews came to Jesus and asked Him, “Why do your disciples disobey the traditions (that means, habits) of our grandparents?  They do not wash their hands when they sit down to eat their bread?”  Jesus then began to fuss at them out because they considered the habits of their grandparents to be more important than the commandments of God.  He went on to call them hypocrites, which means that although they would tell people the things that should be done, they would not do them themselves.


Then Jesus called all of the people who were nearby to Him and said, “Hear and understand.  Whatever you put into your mouths is not what makes you evil, but what comes out of your mouths is what makes you evil.”  Peter later came to Jesus and said, “Would you explain what you meant when you spoke about what makes a man evil?”  Jesus said to him, “Are you like the Pharisees and are not able to understand?  Don’t you know that everything you eat goes into your stomach and later becomes waste?  But the things that come out of your mouth is what comes from your heart and it is that which makes a person dirty.  Thoughts like killing, stealing, lies and gossip come from the heart.  It’s not the things that go into the mouth that makes a person dirty, but those things that come from the mouth.”  (It was against Jewish laws to eat any pork – ham, bacon, pork chops, etc. The leaders said if people ate pork, they would be evil and “unclean.” Jesus had to explain that eating pork didn’t make someone evil – but their thoughts and actions – which were coming from their hearts was what made them unclean.)
Jesus was teaching Peter and the disciples that the words that we speak are much different than the food that we eat.  He said that we should not be like the Pharisees who only cared about what they ate and not what they said.  


On another day, Jesus was again speaking to some Pharisees who were giving Him a hard time about performing miracles.  They said that Jesus did the miracles because He was friends with a demon spirit.  Jesus strongly warned them not to say things that were disrespectful to the Holy Spirit because they would be guilty of a sin that could not be forgiven.


Jesus said, “Either you must make the tree good and its fruit good, or the tree bad and its fruit bad.  You bunch of snakes!  How can you speak good when you are evil?  The mouth shows what’s inside the heart.”  He went on to tell them, “Every word that you use that does not help someone will be used to judge yourselves.  It is by your words that you will help yourself or hurt yourself.”

When we see an apple tree with big juicy apples, we know that the tree is a good tree.  It’s the same for us.  When people hear us speak good words that are helpful, they know that our heart is good.  But, when we hear someone say bad words and do bad things that hurt others, it shows that our hearts are not right.


So, what are you going to be, a tree that has lots of juicy fruit that everyone loves to be around, or a rotten tree with rotten, stinky fruit that nobody likes to be around?



Taken in part from The Children’s Ministry of Bethany World Prayer Center

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.”  Matthew 12:34








EXTRA ACTIVITY:  “MONKEY MAZE”


The object of this game is for the Zoo Keeper to work his/her way through a crazy maze of monkeys as fast as he/she can, collecting bananas along the way.  Each monkey (child) will take a banana and partner with all the other monkeys by making an obstacle course together, using their bananas. Each monkey gets one banana.  Every child will get a turn climbing through the obstacle course as the Zoo Keeper.


  


Say:  The Zoo Keeper has just noticed that all the bananas are missing and have been taken by those crazy monkeys. When I say, “Monkey Madness,” the monkeys will create a goofy obstacle course by touching their bananas together.  Monkeys can sit or stand or lie down or stretch their arms out or whatever way they want.  The monkeys must freeze in place that way. I’ll start the timer and say “go.”  Then the Zoo Keeper must make his/her way through the maze of monkeys by crawling under monkey’s arms or stepping over the monkeys to collect all of the bananas before time runs out.   


Set the timer for one minute or less.  Have the Monkeys encourage the zoo keepers by squeaking, “Eek, eek” as the Zoo Keeper passes and take their bananas along the way. Mark the Zoo Keeper’s time and then chose another Zoo Keeper and have the rest of the children make a new obstacle course with monkeys and bananas. Be careful that the children don’t STEP on each other – this is a lot of fun!!!





“OPEN YOUR MOTH & LET’S TAKE A LOOK INSIDE”


(Based on Matthew 15:1-20)





Prayer:  


Ask the children to get in a circle and pray for one another under your leadership. Ask the children to think of someone to bring with them next week and pray for the one they plan to invite. Record prayer requests and answered prayers in children’s prayer notebook.











RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  After the children recite their Bible Memory verse to the adults, have them share how Jesus wants us not to complain, but to have good attitudes and words to show that the Holy Spirit lives inside our hearts.    The children then pray with the rest of the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.








