Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ May 18th – May 24th, 2008   
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn how to pray for and witness to a lost friend or relative.

PREPARATION: You will need paper, pens, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 18:12-14

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  

· What is the one thing you would hate to lose the most?

· Who in your family gets the most upset when something is lost?

READ: “LOOKING FOR THE LOST” Bible Story  
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Say:  Some things are so important to you that you would hate to lose them.  What if your parents lost their car keys - now that would cause a lot of trouble.  What if they lost their wallet or purse - that too would be a big problem, too.  If your dog or cat ran away you would , I’m sure you would be even sadder. But all of these things would seem so small compared with losing a member of your family!  People are more important than “things!”

Jesus tells a story about a young sheep that was lost.  The shepherd had to go out in the night to find it.  He had to search all night, but at last he found the sheep and brought it home safely.  He was so happy to have found it after it was lost.  And speaking of being lost, I once heard a story about a teenage boy named Adam that got lost high in the mountains of Tennessee.  While hiking with his friends and family, he got separated from them.  His friends made it back to camp, but Adam didn’t.  Outside, it was freezing and his parents were afraid he was hurt.  Search teams went out looking for him and helicopters flew through the mountain valleys, but could not find him.  When it was too dark to see, the searchers came back.  “We can try again tomorrow,” they said, “but we don’t think we’ll find him alive.  He can’t live though such cold weather.”

The next day, the searchers went out again and Adam’s Dad, too.  All day they searched and were just about to give up before it got too dark again.  “No, don’t give up,” cried Adam’s Dad.  “Please…just another half hour.”  A few minutes later, they heard a shout from one of the rescuers.  “He’s here!  He’s been tucked away inside a cave to try to stay warm.  He’s cold, hungry and in very bad shape, but he’s alive.”  Adam’s dad cried for joy!

Fathers and mothers will never stop looking for their lost children.  Neither does your Heavenly Father.  He is the Good Shepherd and goes to great effort to find His children that are lost.  When the word “lost” is used in the Bible, it doesn’t mean you can’t find your way home.  It means a person isn’t a Christian.  They haven’t asked Jesus to forgive their sins and live in their heart and be in charge of their lives.  Just like the way Adam’s dad was searching for his lost son, our Heavenly Father, God, is searching for lost people, too.  It may be one of your neighborhood or school friends.  It may be a family member.  Do you know someone that needs to know Jesus?

Say:  God does not forget one person in the whole world.  He loves everyone and He does not want them to be lost.  We need to tell them that God loves them and has a wonderful plan for their lives.  We can share with them how to have Jesus in their hearts and no longer be “lost” by explaining the A-B-C’s of the Gospel. God wants us to share the GOOD NEWS of JESUS with the people we love and care about. You can practice with one of your Kid’s Slot friends on how to explain it – it is a simple as A-B-C.  

Sharing the Gospel of Jesus with someone is as simple as ABC: 

A - ADMIT you are a sinner. The Bible says “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23). “All” includes you and me.
B – BELIEVE in Jesus; that He is God’s Son & the Savior of the world, by dying on the cross for you & me. The Bible says that “whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16) 

C – CALL upon Him in prayer. The Bible says, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13). This is where you admit to God you are a sinner, that you believe Christ is the Savior, and that you want His salvation for yourself. Pray with me…to ask Jesus into your heart to be the “boss” of your life and your “forever friend.” 

Then, pray with the children in your Kid’s Slot by asking God to help the children be strong witnesses for Jesus and that the people they mentioned will come to know Him.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of His little ones should be lost.”  Matthew 18:14








ACTIVITY: “SEEK AND FIND”


Give each child a sheet of paper and a pen.  





Say:  Let’s write down on our paper the name of one family member and one friend who is “lost”—who doesn’t know Jesus.  (You will need to help the younger ones.)





Say:  We’re going to pray for all the people on our list starting with our family.  I’ll go first and you add the name of your person to mine until everyone has had a turn.  “God loves (name) and doesn’t want them to be lost.”  (Next child says “God loves (name and have the child add their lost family member’s name to the list] and doesn’t want them to be lost.  Keep adding names until everyone is mentioned.  Start again with a new list, this time, filling in the name of their lost friend.  If you have time, you can start a list of neighborhood friends or the kid at school that gives the teacher the most problems.  Make sure you write down all the names mentioned.)





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Tell the adults that the children have been talking about family and friends who are “lost” and don’t know about Jesus.  Have the children say “God loves (go around the circle of children and have them each name one person from their list) and doesn’t want them to be lost.” Then ask the adults:  “Won’t you pray with us that they will come to know Jesus and be part of God’s family?”  The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





“LOOKING FOR THE LOST”


(Based on Matthew 18:12-14)








