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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that they are called to be ministers too.

PREPARATION: You will need some stick-on name tags, a blindfold, yarn, a few balls of cotton, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 1Timothy 4:12; 16

ICEBREAKER: Write the word “Minister” on all the name tags in advance.  Place the name tags face down on the table.  Tell the children that they are each going to choose a name tag and whoever’s name tag says the word “Minister” will get to be the minister during the Cell Group lesson.  The purpose of the icebreaker is to show the children that they ALL can and need to be ministers.  One at a time, a child will choose a tag and you will stick it on them.  Tell them it is a surprise and not to tell each other what their tag says.  After everyone has on their tag, let them see that everyone’s tag has “Minister” written on it.

READ: “YOU ARE A MINISTER” Bible Story 

(on the other side)

LIFE APPLICATION:  (Since there are no right or wrong answers, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)                    Ask:  “How can you minister to someone in your church family, home family or at your school?”  (ex:  You can pray for them and with them, look for opportunities to help them without being asked, serve them, let them go first in line, tell them about Jesus, encourage them when they need encouragement, share your lunch if they forget theirs, be a faithful friend, set a Christ-like example…)
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Say:  When the church began many years ago, everyone was a minister.  When you look up the word “minister” in the dictionary, it means:  “to attend to the needs of others.”  That means that everyone was able to minister to each other in a special way, no matter how old or young they were.  After many years, the church began to change.  First the leaders said, “Children cannot be ministers;” and then “Only men who have been specially trained can be ministers.”  This meant that a very small group of people were allowed to pray for people, preach God’s word or help others in their needs.  When people went to church, all they could do was watch the ministers.  God was sad when He saw this.  He had planned for everyone to be ministers so that they could bless, help and comfort each other.  He wanted everyone to serve Him and know they were important in His kingdom.

Today, we know that God intended everyone to be ministers, even the children.  We don’t all do the same job in the church, but we can all serve our church family and others by ministering to them.

Read:  1 Timothy 4:12

The Bible says that even though you are young, God still needs you to be a good example to others in all you say and do.  God still needs you to be ministers to others.

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Stay true to what is right and God will bless you and use you to help others.”  1 Timothy 4:16








ACTIVITY: “TIED UP!”


Choose one brave volunteer in the group.  Loosely tie up their hands and feet so that they can’t move.  Put a blindfold over their eyes so they can’t see.  Have someone hold their ears so they can’t hear.  


Ask:


What’s the only thing this person can do now?  (Just talk)


Can they use their hands to help someone in need?  (No)


Can they use their eyes to see what the need is?  (No)


Can they use their feet to go and help them?  (No)


Can they use their ears to hear their call for help?  (No)


Say: We need the whole body to do the work of God.  We need to be the “hands and feet” of Jesus as we go out into our church, neighborhood, school and world ministering to others.  We need to be His “eyes and ears” so we can see and hear the needs of others and be ready to be His ministers.  God has called us!





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group and let the children display their name tags as “Ministers.”  Explain that we are all called to be ministers to others, not just adults, or Life Group leaders, or pastors.  God needs all of us to be ministers to others.  Recite the Bible Memory Verse.  The children then join with the adults in prayer and fellowship.





“YOU ARE A MINISTER”


(Based on 1 Timothy 4:12)





Note to the adults in the Life Group:  There are so many ways we can help children to be ministers in our Life Groups – as parents and caring adults. We get the privilege of being people of great influence in their lives. Here are some suggestions:


Allow the children to help lead worship in your Life Group, have them pray aloud and/or lay hands on other members of the Life Group, ask them to say the blessing over the meal/dessert, invite them to work alongside of you during your Communities’ turn as Greeters or Downtown Helpers, teach them how to help serve others/clean up, assist in making a meal for an ill member, pray for and invite other children to their Life Group, participate in outreach events…the potential is endless.  The children are our future interns and leaders and ministers.  Let’s do all we can to encourage and equip them.
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