Kid’s Slot ~ Sept. 7th – Sept. 13th, 2008
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Special Note:  Following Hurricane Gustav, children often times don’t have an opportunity to talk about or share how they feel about their experiences before, during and after such an ordeal. Not back at school yet, they may feel alone, since they don’t have their circle of friends in which they can confide and share their feelings.

Children react to stress in different ways; children want to know that someone cares about them and that we are ready to help them through the process of coping. Being involved in a Life Group is the perfect place to start their healing process. Be sure that each child – even the introverted ones – has a chance to share their “story.”
OVERVIEW:  The children will be given an opportunity to talk about and make a drawing of their experiences with Hurricane Gustav.
BIBLE VERSE: Romans 8:28
ICEBREAKER: Have the children begin to act silly and call for them to ‘FREEZE.”  Let them see how foolish they look being caught out of control.  Do this several times. The children will laugh at each other, which is a great way to break the ice for a deeper discussion time.
SAY:  Boy, you all surely looked foolish making those silly faces.  Just like we “caught” you being out of control, God is always in control…even when there is a Hurricane named Gustav coming our way.  You can never “catch” God doing something silly, or mean or wrong, since he is always good, always kind and always in control.  He knows what is best for you and is always watching over you and protecting you.
ACTIVITY: Give the children plenty of blank pieces of paper and ask them to “draw” a picture about the storm. Keep your directions simple…just let them express themselves with their drawing. 

Say: “Draw me a picture that shows something difficult or bad about the storm.”

As they are drawing, ask them some of the questions listed below. As you ask these questions, you will notice that the children will become more and more engaged in conversation as well as with their drawing.

Sharing Together: During this time of discussion, ask the children to talk about their experiences with Gustav. Here are some starter questions – but don’t limit your sharing time to just these questions. Feel free to let the Holy Spirit lead you and let the children talk as long as they want. They may even be able to offer some insights that will open up avenues of healing with each other.
Here are some starter questions:
· What was it like driving in your car with your family? 
· Where did your pets go while you were gone?

· Did you pack your own things or did you get some help?

· What did you bring your pillow? 

· Did you and your family go to a hotel or to someone’s house?

· What did you do while you were away?

· How were your parents…Were they watching TV a lot, did you all play games together or go for a walk or do something fun together?
· What did you eat? Did you bring food with you? Did you eat your food at a restaurant or at a fast-food place like McDonald’s?

· Did you get stuck in traffic?

· Were you ever afraid? Were you ever mad?

· What was the ONE thing you wanted to make sure you remembered to take with you when you left?

· Any other questions you can think of….
(The children may all jump in at once or be slow to start sharing their experiences. Try to draw them out – comment on their drawings…ask questions about what they are drawing and ask them to explain what they drew.)
Next:

Ask the children to draw another picture. This time ask them to draw about what they are looking forward to or what good could come in the future. Again, talk with them about their picture. Look for ways of encouraging them about the future:

· How they will be happy to see their friends again

· How they will be happy to get back to school (ugh!!)

· How it feels to sleep in their own bed

· How it feels to play with their toys

· How does it feel to be in their neighborhood and play with their pets (if they have a pet)
· How does it feel not to be stuck in traffic

· How does it feel to be able to come back to church

· How does it feel to know that God protected you and your family…

· Any other questions you can think of…

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “…in all things God works for good for those who love [God], who have been called according to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28

RETURN:  Return to your Life Group and have the children show their different pictures to the rest of the group. If you have time, allow the children to take a few minutes to explain their pictures – and help the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time together.
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God is with is and in CONTROL during the 

storms of our lives! He is our strength and our help when we are afraid or scared.
