Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ May 25th – May 31st, 2008
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about how the Holy Spirit will give people boldness to be a witness for Jesus.

PREPARATION: You will need paper, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Acts 4:31; Acts 4:1-31

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Have you ever had someone who was bigger than you to pick on you?  What happened?
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Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. Why were Peter and John arrested?  (They had healed a man and were speaking about Jesus.)
2. Where were they taken?  (To speak to the rulers and elders of the Jews.)
3. Describe how Peter was able to speak boldly to the rulers.  (The Holy Spirit gave them power to be bold.)
4. What did the rulers tell Peter and John to stop doing?  (Preaching about Jesus.)
5. When the other disciples heard about how Peter spoke to the elders, what happened?  (An earthquake occurred, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.)
LIFE APPLICATION:  (Since there is no right or wrong answers, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)

 DISCUSS:

1. We learned from the story that Peter wasn’t afraid to speak about Jesus to the very people who had killed the Lord.  What made the difference in Peter’s life?
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Have you ever had someone pick on you just because you’re small?  It’s not fun, is it?  Do you have a big brother or sister that maybe has helped you when someone bigger than you pushed you around?  It never fails that when your big brother or sister is with you, the person who picks on you doesn’t want to mess with you then.  Why is that?  It’s because your brother or sister is bigger and stronger than they are. This makes you bolder because you have the help of someone who is strong on your side.

When Christians have the Holy Spirit in them, it makes them full of courage to speak about Jesus. When that happens the devil doesn’t want to pick on you as much as he did before.  The Bible has a lot to say about how the Holy Spirit brings us courage. Let’s take a look at this story in the Book of Acts:

After Peter and John had prayed for a person who to be healed and he was, a group of temple guards came to them and arrested them because they were preaching and teaching that Jesus was no longer dead, but had risen from the dead.


The next day, after Peter and John had to spend the night in jail, the rulers and elders of the Jews came together and the two disciples were brought before them. When they arrived, they asked Peter and John, “Who gave you the right to do what you did at the temple?  In whose name were you preaching?” Peter, who was full of the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Gentlemen, if we are in trouble today for helping a sick man, then let it be known to you and to the entire nation of Israel that it was in the name of Jesus Christ that the sick man was healed.  He is the One you hated and killed - though no one can be saved except through His name.”


The rulers and elders sat there and looked at Peter and John, knowing that they were not educated men.  But they also remembered that these men had been with Jesus. They ordered that Peter and John be removed from the room so they could speak about what to do with them. The rulers and elders decided to warn them not to speak anymore about Jesus.  


When Peter and John were brought back to the rulers, they were told to stop telling others about Jesus.  After hearing what they wanted them to do, Peter said, “Well, do you think it is right that we should listen to you rather than listen to God—you think about that. We cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Again, they were told to stop talking about Jesus; they were then let go.


Peter and John then went back to a group of Christians and told them what had happened.  When the other Christians heard what Peter and John had told the rulers, they all began to praise God.  They also prayed saying, “Lord, remember the words that the rulers and elders spoke against us and give us boldness to speak more about Jesus.  And when we do, we know that You will show the power of Your Word by performing great and awesome miracles.”  And when they had prayed, the place where they were meeting shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  They then went out and began to tell others about Jesus, with boldness and courage – more courage than they have ever had before!

The disciples were no longer afraid of the rulers and elders like before.  Instead, they were full of a power that allowed them to preach about Jesus and perform great miracles.  But they had to have the Holy Spirit in order to be bold.


Before they were filled with the Holy Spirit, they were pussycats.  Now they were brave like a roaring lions!  Ready to tear up the devil and see people come to Jesus.  You can pray and ask God to fill you up with His Holy Spirit so that you can be a lion instead of a pussycat.  Then, when the devil comes around trying to pick on you and telling you that you are nothing but a shrimp, just tell him that there’s Someone greater than him that is with YOU – and that someone is the Holy Spirit – in the name of Jesus – be full of courage!
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY:  “TRUE OR FALSE”


	Before the Kid’s Slot, write some short true or false statements about the story on paper.  Fold them and put them in a cup.  Divide the kids into teams, and have a child draw a slip and read aloud the statement.  If their answer is correct, their team will win a point.  The team with the most points after the last slip is drawn wins the game.





�“WHO ARE YOU CALLING A SHRIMP?” �


(Based on Acts 4:1-31)





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.”    Philippians 4:13





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children quote their Bible Memory Verse for the adults. Explain a bit about the story and share with the adults that the children have prayed for boldness and courage to be strong witnesses for Jesus and tell others about him! The children then pray with the Adult Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.
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MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY: “LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION”


Assign the children parts in the story and reenact the story.  This time have the children playing the parts of Peter and John to quote the verse together to children playing the rulers.  After the rulers threaten punishment, have Peter and John then go to several other children who are playing the other disciples. After they quote the verse to them, have them “shake” as in an earthquake, and tell them that they have just been filled with the Holy Spirit.  Then have all of them quote the verse together.  Rotate roles so that all can be a Peter or a John.
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